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© two silo war is cig 
~ NECC Army National Guardsman, 
phen Mraz, 21, faces the possibility 
ying to war. Full-time Army PFCs 
2 abriel Dawson, 19, and Tony 
| Logsdon, 21, haveservedin Saudi Arabia 
“ October. 
“The reality hasn’t ae in to me,” 
id Mraz, a member of the 101st D 


ompany Combat Engineers out of 


“flies and the sand,” writes Logsdon. 

“This place is certainly not North 

arolina where I come from. No trees 

no shade, to mention.” 

Logsdon is originally from North 

: rolina. Dawson is from Nashua, N.H. 

They met in basic training at Fort 

ckson, S.C. in April, 1990, Together 

ey went on to Army schooling in Fort. 

e, Va. and airborne school in Fort 

Benning, Ga, where they graduated on 
pt. 7, 1990. 


Both are members of the 82nd Air- 


ne Division. They were shipped to — 

udi Arabia the first week of October. 

Saudi Arabia they were separated and 

ve not seen each other since. 

War: Right or Wrong?: Neither 
ogsdon nor Dawson has questioned 
he president’s decision to intervene in. 

the Middle East. 
~ Mraz said he thinks the president 
e the right decision. 
_ “If someone doesn’t stop Saddam 
ussein now, then in three years when 
*had nuclear power no one would 


have even bothered to try to stop him,” _ 


| Mraz said. “I definitely think President — 
ush made the right decision.” 

_ Mraz is the third generation male of! 

ily who has faced war. His” 

father served in World War II. 

father served i in the Army Special 

; during Vietnam. His brother is — 

ently in the Army and was part < of 
e Panama invasion. t 


“eMy grandfather fought in World 
II toend all wars so nobody else in 


s family would have to fight in wars,” 


said. “But that’s not the reality. _ 


‘| 


Northern Essex Community College 


It gets worse 


College’s fiscal woes continue 


By TRACY PELLETIER 
Observer Co-Editor 


As Governor William Weld’s plan for higher 
education moves from drawing board to 
legislature, NECC braces for the worst. 

A deficit, which if unchecked would reach 
$1.5 billion, has forced Weld to lop $850 
million off the tail end of Massachusetts fiscal 
year 199]. 

His plan includes the elimination of the $5 
million system-wide McNair fund created to 
assist educationally disadvantaged students. 

Program cuts: This measure will decimate 
the deaf program, the English as a Second 
Language (ESL) program, and the math, 
reading, and writing labs, all funded by the 
MeNair program at NECC. © 

John R. Dimitry, NECC president, said 
legally this fund can’t be eliminated until the 
end of the semester. 

“You can’t take people who have been 
taught for five or six weeks and suddenly they 
show up some morning and the door is shut 
in their face. You can’t do that. I’d (as a 
student) throw a law suit right into the 
commonwealth.” 

As of Thursdsy, Feb 7 NECC was assured 
the fund would remain intact until fiscal year 
1992. 

Planning for future: Dimitry said public 
outcry is the fund’s only hope. Otherwise, he 
said if legalities force Weld to preserve the 
McNair fund for fiscal year 199, he will kill it 
in fiscal year 1992 beginning July 1. 

The plan also designates three to five 
colleges for consolidation or extinction. 
NECC is not one of them. 

Dimitry said Weld considers NECC a useful 
tool to revitalize the economy because it has 
efficient low-cost training. 

Only tentative names of affected campus 
have been released. They include: Mass. Bay 


Community College; North Shore 
Community College; Mass. Maritime which 
may converge with Southern Maine 


University; Mass. Art, which may converge 
with University of Massachusetts; and Roxbury 
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Supporting the troops 


MARCHERS WALK in Boston to show their solidarity behind the Allied 


Forces stationed in the Persian Gulf 


Community College which may converge 
with Bunker Hill Communiy College. 
Hard decisions: Dimitry said 
damned thankful that it’s not us.” 
Weld is considering dispersing the money 
from the defunct colleges among the 


“lm so 
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remaining institutions, he said. 

Dimitry said, “One rationale I’ve heard 
from the Weld administration is that It’s 
better to have 23 fairly well financed 
institutions than 27 under funded, starved 

(continued on page 20) 


McNair Funds may be wiped out soon 


By HELEN UBINAS 
Observer Co-Editor 


The Weld administration has proposed to cut 
services for the deafand E.S.L. students under 
the McNair Fund for fiscal year 91 and 92. 

These services are legislatively appropriated 
to the Board of Regents in honor of Ronald 
MeNair, one of the five astronauts who died 
in the Challenger disaster five years ago. 

After being appropriated, the funds are 
distributed to programs on the postsecondary 
level. 

Additional eliminations: NECC receives 
$360,000 of these funds. The money is 
distributed between services for the deaf, 
disadvantaged students program, and E.S.L. 
instruction at the Lawrence campus. 

Without the McNair fund, the services for 


the deafand E.S.L, students will be eliminated. 

Deafand hearing impaired students began 
a letter writing campaign on Feb.6 to their 
senators, representatives and Gov. Weld. 

Student reactions: Many of the students 
are afraid of the cuts because they feel they 
have nowhere to go. 

NECC student, Scott Lewis said he was 
shocked when learning about the plans to cut 
the fund. 

“Weld’s plans to take the McNair fund 
from us would hurt us even more. There are 
no other choices for us. There is no other 
place for me to go,” he said. 

Many of the students involved in the deaf 
program relocated to be near the school and 
their services. 

Future opportunities: Lewis said, “My 
family doesn’t live in the area. I moved to 


Bradford to be near the school.” 

Kathy Goselin, NECC student in the deaf 
program, said the only choice students will 
have is to transfer out of state. 

“We all love NECC’s program. We need 
them,” she said. 

Before the Feb. 7 decision to secure the 
McNair fund through June 30, there were 
doubts about enforcing the cuts for this 
semester. 

Legal cuts: John Dimitry, NECC presi- 
dent, said it is not legal for students to be cut 
from a program in mid-semester. 

Students who plan to graduate in May are 
in danger of losing credits and opportunities 
if Weld’s plans surface. 

Goselin said, “If Gov. Weld were deaf 
himself, how would he feel if there were 


(continued on page five) 
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Anti-war protesters 


Few defeat purpose of their cause 


Elementary school students protesting 
the Iraq war hold up their hands in a 
peace sign struggling to get their faces on 
TV for a one minute shot at fame. “No 
blood for oil,” others cry, as they block 
the entrance of Massachusetts General 
Hospital. Toting large hand- painted 
signs, they halt traffic on Storrow Drive. 

Although tolerating these splinter 
groups is the price Americans must pay 
for democracy, do these protests 
contribute to the anti-war cause? 

Unfavorable labels bandied about in 
conjunction with the mainstream anti- 
war protesters indicate these splinter 
groups are not contributing to the anti- 
war cause. Rather than call these outbreaks 
anti-war protests, it would be more 
appropriate to call them a menace to the 
anti-war message. 

Despite the similarities these protesters 
see between the Vietnam War and the 
current Iraq War, there is a big gap 
between the 60s and 90s, both in time 
and circumstance. The protests that might 
have envisioned brotherly love and 
happiness in the 60s, will certainly not be 
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adequate for the Iraq War, nor will it 
make President Bush agree with their 
ideas on what should be done in the 
Persian Gulf. 

Attention getters: The radical nature 
of these acts merits coverage because it is 
the duty of the press to inform the public 


of such incidents. Although the focus of 


the press coverage has concentrated on 
the radical context of the demonstrations, 
the press has been left with no choice 
because the demonstrators make little 
reference to their concerns. Except fora 
few trite slogans, their mission is unclear. 
It is unfortunate that their acts over- 
shadow the anti-war message. 

The NECC Observer supports free 
dom of speech and agrees that these 
splinter groups have as much right to 
protest as the mainstream anti-war 
demonstrators, but we hope that their 
radical actions are not detrimental to the 
anti-war cause at large. 


Funding decreases 


Cuts affect minority groups on NECC campus 


In the name of the economy, Governor 
Weld plans to decimate public higher 
education. He’ll start with the climina- 
tion of the McNair fund. The fact that 
this fund was allocated for educationally 
disadvantaged students is overshadowed 
by the whopping $5 million in immedi- 
ate savings to the state. 

Students displaced: Without McNair 
funding, NECC’S English as a Second 
Language program may be wiped out. 
Two hundred students (80 percent 
Hispanic) will have to fend forthemselves. 

Forty-five deaf students will also be 
displaced. Their only choice is Gallaudet 
University in Washington D.C. oratech 
nical school in Rochester, New York. 
Aside from these special schools, they'll 
just have to rough it - ifaregular university 
will accept them. 

NECC’S reading, writing, and math 
labs may also be eliminated. The 200-300 
students who rely on them in order to 
function in college will be on their own. 
How much does this save the economy? 
In the long run, zero. 

When 200 minorities hit the job market 
with minimal English language skills, the 
state will pay the price in increased wel- 
fare and unemployment costs. 

After a large chunk of the student 
population drops out because they can’t 
handle college material on their own, 
Massachusetts will pick up the tab. Ifthe 
students procure a job at all, it will be low 
-wage, which means less tax revenue for 
the state. 
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Paying the price: Weld also assumes 
raising tuition and converting, state aid 


grants into loans will bring an influx of 


cash into our sagging economy. The 
working class will bear the brunt of this 
tactic, however. 

Single parents who can’t afford an- 
other debt, even if postponed until after 
graduation, may opt for a lower paying 
job as opposed to an expensive educa- 
tion. Students training for the less lucra- 
tive jobs may discontinue their training 
when they find out how much debt the 
minimum two-four year program will 
incur. If you’re not training for a high 
paying job,this situation is abysmal. 

Simply put, if yowre not going to 
ascend to yuppiedom, plan on shoul 
dering the weight of Weld’s plan-for a 


time. As Massachusetts turns higher 


education into an elite social club, the 
fabric ofthe economy will wear thin-until 
it finally wears out. 


Education out of reach 


“When 200 minorities hit the 
job market with minimal 
English language skills, the 
state will pay the price in 
increased welfare and unem- 
ployment costs. ” 


Tracy Pelletier Helen Ubinas 
Andrew Laderoute Deborah O'Neil 
Amy Boardman 

Jennifer Forzese Michael B. Pierce 
Jamie Atkinson 

Steve Giglio Anne-Marie O'Regan 
Chris Evans 

Joseph T. LeBlanc 


The Observer is a public forum dedicated to the ideals of quality journalism. 


Signed letters or guest columns are always welcome, especially if they 
concern events, people or issues from Northern Essex Community College. 
Due to space limitations, we reserve the right to edit all material. 
Regional Pacemaker Award, Associated Collegiate Press 
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Hold on. Well get moving AS 
Soon as the demonstrators Pass. 


1991 feaRoss p 


Student Environmental 
Coalition misrepresented 


To the editor: 

To follow-up the letter I wrote in the Dec. 12, 
1990 issue of the Observer, there are a few 
corrections to be made. Some of what wasn’t 
accurate to the letter I had written. The last 
two sentences in the fourth paragraph of that 
letter should read as follows. “Any speaker 


given permission or invited to speak at one of 
our club meetings is not an endorsement of 


that speaker or of the organization that speaker 
represents.” The reason I made the following 
statement was because of an apparent 
misconception in an article printed on Novy. 
28, 1989. 

rhat letter was written after your 
suggestion of “writing to the editor” twice. I 
and/or the president of the student envi- 
ronmental coalition brought your concerns 
to your attention any implied affiliation with 
Masspirg. 

Since the article of Nov. 28,1990 was the 
second occurrence of a suggested affiliation, 


due to the “layout” of the article and your 
seeming lack of concern, I decided it was best 
to write again to clear up any misconceptions 
the readers might have. 

The fact remains that there were two 
events presented as one. As stated in the 
Nov.28 article, the two events were: the 
Student Environmental Coalition meeting of 


Oct.1, 1990; and the event of a meeting on 
Oct. 29, 1990. 


Whether you acknowledged the given facts 
and questions and how you chose to answer 
them was your responsibility. 

I did my part by bringing these issues to 
the attention of the Observer and the readers. 

I trust the readers can see the truth through 
the sensationalized headline. 

Jeff Knight 

Editor’s Note: 

The only changes made tn your letter were 
of a grammatical nature. 


MASSPIRG thanks all NECC 
students for their support 


To all students: 

Last semester many of you voted in the student 
government elections and voted to establish 
a chapter of MASSPIRG, the Massachusetts 
Public Interest Research Group, at NECC. 
Your support made NECC the 28th chapter 
in the statewide network of MASSPIRG 
chapters at colleges and universities in Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The chapter is excited to be able to begin 
working on issues and giving NECC a voice 
on the State Board of Directors. This 
semester’s platform is focusing mainly on 
energy efficiency. NECC students will be 
joining other students across the state in an 
effort to pass a greenhouse reduction bill, 
aimed at providing incentives for energy 
efficient buildings and automobiles, doing a 
Solar Energy Awareness day on campus to 
provide information about alternative energy 
sources and how to use them, and work with 
the campus to find ways to make the school 
more energy efficient. 

This is anissue area MASSPIRG has worked 
with for many years, and it has become es- 
pecially timely in these last few months. The 
chapter will also be working to pass statewide 
recycling programs, and with the National 
Student Campaign Against Hunger and 
Homeless to alleviate local hunger and 
homelessness problems. 

The MASSPIRG chapter here at NECC 
offers a variety of ways for interested students 
to get involved, from stopping by a table to 
write a letter to your senator about the 
Greenhouse Effect to leading a project or 
working with the State Board of Directors,. 


For more information about the new 
chapter of MASSPIRG at NECC, I can be 
reached at (617)292-4813 in the evening, or 
through the Student Activities Office, or keep 
an eye out for information on campus about 
the Campaign Kick-Off Meeting. Everyone is 
welcome! MASSPIRG at NECC wants your 
ideas! 

HilaryMiskoe, 
Campus Staffperson for MASSPIRG 


Peace 
dividend urged 


To the editor; 

Changes are sweeping the world. The Cold 
War is over. The Berlin Wall has fallen. The 
Soviet Union has quit the arms race. 

When do Americans get some changes? 

We need to increase spending on housing, 
health care, nutrition, childcare, education 
and job training; drug abuse programs; the 
environment; and other community needs. 
But 60 percent ofeach federal tax dollar is still 
thrown away on bombs and guns and war. As 
I wnite this, our tax dollars are supporting 
U.S. military actions in the Persian Gulf. Now 
is the time to take action and turn our tax 
dollars from war to peace. 

The Alternative Revenue Service is devel- 
oping an action program to demand dramatic 
cuts in the military budget and shift those 
funds to human needs. Contact the Alternate 
Revenue Service, 339 Lafayette St., New 
York, NY 10012. Write now! 

Frances Beland, Salem, NH 
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Observer Opinion 3 
Complex issues at stake in war 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Contributor 


For those students who aren’t into history, 
this article is a condensed version of the last 
ten years of conflict in the Persian Gulf. It 
explains why the United States is at war with 
Iraq. 

In 1979, Iran, which borders Iraq, had a 
revolution. The Iranians overthrew their U.S.- 
backed dictator, the Shah of Iran, replacing 
him with the fanatical Ayatollah Khomeni. 
During the revolution the Iranians took 
Americans hostage and refused to let them 
go. This embarrassed and angered the United 
States. 

To get even with Iran, the United States 
secretly financed a military buildup in Iraq 
and subsequently a war between Iran and 
Iraq. Lasting seven years, it was a bloody war 
in which a million people died. 

In the middle 1980s, the United States 
noticed that Iraq was becoming too strong, 
so America secretly sold arms to Iran. A 
scandal occurred when the American public 
found out about it in 1987. Right about that 
time, the war ended. After the war, Iraq’s 
economy was in bad shape. The country was 
destroyed, they had little money, and they 
owed billions of dollars for their war expenses. 
Much of the money was owed to Kuwait. 

Money troubles: The only thing Iraq had 
was oil, but it couldn’t pay its bills because 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia (Iraq’s rich 
neighbors) were breaking OPEC agreements 
by producing too much oil. This practice 
drove the price down, making it harder on 
Iraq. At the same time Kuwait insisted that 
Iraq pay the money it owed. 

On August 2, 1990 the Iraqis invaded 
Kuwait and committed terrible atrocities. Iraq 
has occupied Kuwait since that time, claiming 
that Kuwait is now part of Iraq. 

President Bush instituted economic 
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sanctions against Iraq. Supplies including food 
and medicine were not allowed to enter Iraq 
until they pull out of Kuwait. 

Force used: Later, President Bush ob- 
tained the authorization from the United 
Nations to use military force if the Iraqis 
refused to leave Kuwait. The U.S. Congress 
also voted to authorize the use of force to 
liberate Kuwait. 

Iraq adamantly refused to leave Kuwait, so 
after repeated warnings the U.S. began the 
bombing of Iraq on January 16. Thousands 
of missions have been carried out so far, 
inflicting heavy damages. 

At the time of this writing, there have been 
only a small number of American casualties 
because the war has been fought mostly in the 
air. Bombers are trying to soften up Iraqi 
defenses before ground forces invade the 
country in February. Many more American 
casualties are expected when the ground war 
begins. 

Warsupport: According to recent surveys, 
most Americans support the President’s 
position although a significant number of 
people question why this war is being fought. 

Supporters say nobody likes war, but it has 
to be fought to defend human rights. The 
Iraqi annexation, they say, is illegal and 
immoral. President Bush talks of a “new 
world order” where such uncivilized actions 
will not be tolerated. 

Saddam Hussein is power-crazy. He must 
be stopped before he develops nuclear 
weapons. The president says that America 
must carry “the burden of leadership.” 

Encouraging Hussein: Supporters of the 
president’s position say that peace protesters 
unintentionally encourage Saddam Hussein 
by making America look indecisive and not 
firmly committed to fighting this war. This 


Peace march 


“NO BLOOD for oil,” marchers cry in a rally held in Boston recently. 


could cost American lives. 

On the other hand, the president’s critics 
say there are festering social problems in our 
own country such as the homeless problem, 
drugs, crime, a 30 percent school drop out 
rate, etc. We can’t afford to be “global cops.” 
This was how we got into the Viet Nam War. 

Critics further point out that the U.S. isn’t 
really interested in human rights in Kuwait; 
Kuwaitis rich in oil. There have been numerous 
other invasions and atrocities throughout the 
world in which the U.S. refrained from taking 
action. 


Do you think there is a hidden agenda 
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Other countries: In China, for example, 
thousands of young people were murdered in 
1989 for peaceably demonstrating for free- 
dom. President Bush refused to even verbally 
rebuke the leaders of the Chinese government 
saying that it was an internal affair that we 
ought to stay out of. Critics say that there is 
a double standard at work here. 

This is not a war of good against evil; it’s 
a war for oil, waged against a monster of our 
own making. 

Editor’s note: Mark Palermo ts an assistant 
professor in the English Language Center. 


in the 


Jeff Jaworski, business manage- 
ment. 

“Tt has been our thing to protect 
Kuwait, but it’s really none of our 
business. We shouldn’t be over there 


anyway.” 


Dorothy Blacklock, visitor. 
“No, I think that in the long term: 
trouble in Arabia; shorter term: oil 
. .. rights, human rights.” 


Matthew Kerton, undecided. 
“No, I don’t think they’re hiding 
anything from the public. I think 
we’re just there pretty much to do 
what we have been doing . . . stick 
our noses in to keep freedom. If we 
don’t stop them, Iraq, he might 
turn out to be another Hitler. I 
don’t think we are in there for oil. 
We have our own. We have to put 
things back the way they were.” 


Ray Ng, business management. 
“It’s other than oil, since they’re 
wasting it already.” 
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Beverly Phillips, liberal arts. 

“T think most of it stems back to the 
takeover that Hitler did. . . I don’t 
think that people realized what was 
going on at that point and I think it 
just went from one country to 
another. I have relatives over there 
and it’s really frightening.” 


John Hosty, psychology. 

“T found it interesting to know that 
several weeks before Iraq actually 
invaded, we sent a memo to Iraq 
informing them that we would not 
participate at all and we knew about 
the invasion of Kuwait and we didn’t 
tell any of our Americans in Kuwait 
to get out of there. So in a sense, I 
think that the government is not 
being completely honest with 
people.” 


Don Fields, liberal arts. 

“"T always feel the United States 
likes to be the world police. I think 
it's basically money. They’re look- 
ing to protect our oil.” 


James Swimm, environmental 
science. 


“There has to be something we 
don’t know about, but I don’t know 
exactly what it is. I know there is 
something going on that we don’t 
know about. Whether it’s going to 
hurt us, we can’t make that decision 
until we find out for sure. That’s our 
government.” 


Mike Walsh, civil engineering. 
“T think there has to be, in this day 
and age. Publicity is everywhere and 
they know exactly what is going on, 
so you’ve got to keep something in 
your hat.” 


Doug Erickson, visitor. 

“I don’t think there is a hidden. I 
think that Bush is trying to build the 
economy by spending, hoping to 
create jobs by making missiles and 
tanks.” 


Wednesday, February 13, 1991 


Observer Campus News 4 


Serving in the Persian Gulf 


(continued from page one) 
war protesters are giving soldiers the wrong 
message. 

“Before the war, what they’re saying is 
they'd like to see a peaceful resolution,” Mraz 
said. “Once the war starts what they come 
across as saying is they don’t respect their 
soldiers for being there.” 

Mraz said that even though protesting can 
bean expression of patriotism, there are limits, 
like flag burning. 

“T think the flag burners should be in 
prison or sent out of the country,” Mraz said. 
“America has very strong opinions on its 
symbols. When they’re burning the flag they’re 
saying, ‘I hate America.’ If they feel America 
is trash, then get out. Nobody forces 
Americans to be here.” 

Life in the desert: Mraz said he has no 
heroic misconceptions about war. The threat 
of chemical or biological warfare scares him. 

“It’s going to suck and it’s going to be 
scary but I think sometimes bad things have 
to be done to accomplish a good thing,” 
Mraz said. “You’re an idiot if you think it’s 
going to be fun.” 

Dawson works 18 hour days in his motor 
transportation unit. He sleeps four to five 
hours a night. He writes that he spends a great 
deal of time on guard duty, watching for 


irregular or enemy activity. 

“T find it hard to write at night when my 
eyes don’t want to stay open,” Dawson writes. 
“Saudi Arabia is not all it’s cracked up to be. 
Trust me. You would not want to be here...” 

Logsdon and Dawson both describe the 
living conditions as difficult but bearable. 
“It’s difficult to stay friendly with everyone 
when you see them 24-hours-a-day,” Dawson 
writes. “We sleep in big bays in a warehouse 
on cots and work in a room night behind 
where we sleep. It’s starting to get cold at 
night, real cold, but it’s still hot during the 
day.” 

Logsdon said it is impossible to keep 
anything clean because of the dust. Most of 
the soldiers have adjusted to the climate, 
however. 

“We drink bottled water by the case here, 
keeps the heat injuries down” Logsdon said. 
“The heat isn’t the big problem. It’s just the 
fact that I’m not in a cool Army barracks.” 

Dawson and Logsdon have noted the vast 
differences between the Middle East and the 
United States. 

“There is nothing but sand and camels 
here,” Dawson writes. “The towns are few 
and far between although you know they’re 
there.” 

Dawson writes that the only thing in Saudi 


Arabia that is remotely like 
home is the sky at night. 

“The only good thing 
about Saudi is that the sky is 
clear at night and you can see 
the stars clearly,” writes 
Dawson. “It’s pretty if you 
have time or the notion to 
look at it.” 

Dying: Mraz said he does 
not worry about dying. 

“If you go over there 
saying, ‘Oh, I’m going to 
die,’ then chances are you’ll 
be dead,” Mraz said. “There’s 
no guarantee that you’re 
gonna make it back, but 
there’s no guarantee you’re 
gonna die either.” 

Dawson and Logsdon 
avoid thinking about death. 
But Logsdon writes that 
prayers from home are greatly 
appreciated. 

Logsdon writes, “Each 
one of us over here are in 
gratitude for those who are 
concerned. When I come to 
the end of this page, it might be my last.” 
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STEPHEN MRAZ, national guardsman. 


Too much reporting or not enough — who’s right? 


By ANDREW LADEROUTE 
Observer News Editor 


“The bombs are falling on London tonight.” 

Edward R. Murrow used these words to 
mesmerize the world as he aired live the 
indiscriminate destruction of London by 
Hitler’s bombs and V-2 rockets. 

But this is a different war with a new 
enemy-this is modern day Baghdad. 

The “Boys of Baghdad,” as Cable News 
Network (CNN) jokingly calls its “fire team” 
of reporters, diligently reported the happen- 
ings of the first day of the Gulf war while an 
amazed TV audience sat home and watched. 

The reporting was so-well done that Dick 
Cheeney, secretary of defense, said to a stunned 
world at a news conference after the first day 
of bombing that all he knew about Baghdad 
was what he saw on CNN. But now that first 
day of under-fire reporting is yesterday’s news. 

Concern: Now that praise has turned to 
concern, and that concern has been 
transformed to censorship. 

The military considers censorship 
necessary, but throughout history the press 
has received complaints from one group or 
another calling for control and, eventually, 
censorship of the press. That is precisely why 
the framers of the Constitution thought to 
include the freedom of the press in the same 
paragraph as man’s other unalienable rights 


of freedom of speech, and the pursuit of 


happiness. 

“The early attempts of the U.S. censors to 
control the press backfired,” said Ike Pappas, 
a former CBS correspondent. 

Trying to gain support for the war effort, 
the State Department released exaggerated 
reports of extensive bomb damage which had 
an euphoric effect on the American people 


Observer Column 
ES 
Although Americans were told to brace for a 
long war, the general feeling was that it would 
soon be over. 

Shattered confidence: “Then that con- 
fidence was shattered, when the public real- 
ized that the Republican Guard, which it had 
thought to be decimated was intact and SCUD 
missiles thought to be destroyed were now 
raining on Israel,” Pappas said. 

Attempts to control war coverage has 
climaxed to the point where any report shot 
on location in the Persian Gulf is subject to a 
potpourri of military censors, almost to the 
point where real news has been replaced by 
cheering soldiers waving hello to their moms. 

“So far, the coverage of the Gulf war has 
had the appearance of being a commercial for 
war and the machines that make war,” said 
National Public Radio Representative Linda 
Wertheimer to CNN. “We have not seen 
anything real.” 

Press coverage has not been substantial 
since those in charge release information ona 
need-to-know basis. 

Pictures: The United States releases 
pictures of smiling soldiers when officials feel 
the American morale is low and even Saddam 
Hussein knows to show a gutted hospital or 
two to discern American reports of bombing 
only military targets. 

The reasoning behind this need for various 
groups to go out of their way to control the 
press brings us back to another war-Vietnam. 

Reporting in Vietnam gave the numbers 
meaning. Americans saw just what a high 
body count really was. The people saw the 
faces of the innocent children in Mai Lai just 
before their bodies were bulldozed into a 


Draft regulations examined 


BY JOHN KADISH 
Observer Staff Reporter 


As the war in the gulf escalates, returning to 
the draft to supply more soldiers to the U.S. 
forcesis a concern to many students. 

Norma Harris, director of information for 
Selective Service in Chicago, Ill. said, “Only 
an act of congress can reinstate the draft.” 

“Only males can be drafted,” Harris said, 
“Females are ineligible for selective service 
Homosexuals will be processed into the draft, 
but it is up to the military if gays will actually 
serve in battle. 

“The draft works by birthdays,” Harris 
said. “The first people drafted are 20 years 
old. Then 21 through 25 year-olds are drafted. 
Only then are 19 year-olds drafted, with 18 
year-olds being the last to go.” 

Any male college student can be drafted. 


Draft facts 


“Only males can be 

drafted,” Harris said, “Fe- 
males are ineligible for selec- 
tive service. Homosexuals will 
be processed into the draft, but 
it is up to the military if gays 
will actually serve in battle. 


College students may submit a claim 
postponing their draft until the end of the 
semester. Seniors can postpone the draft until 
the end of their senior year. 


mass grave. 

Today, those same lieutenants and captains 
who proudly boasted high body counts and 
voiced their dislike of the press are now in 
charge of Operation Desert Storm. These 
men have grown tired of criticism and have 
learned a valuable lesson. To them, the press 
is as powerful a weapon as their tanks. For 
them, the press is a tool from which to control 
public opinion. 

Enterprising journalism: “You can not 
have enterprising journalism in an air war,” 
said Martin Schram, a syndicated columnist 
ina CNN interview. “Because the only way to 
assess the bomb damage is to fly over it. 

“When the ground war comes into play 
there will be a desire for reporters to head out 
on their own away from military censors,” he 
said. “A good reporter always feels he is in the 
wrong place and that the real story is happening 
somewhere else.” 

Gerald Seibwall of the Wall Street Journal 
told CNN in a phone interview that his 
reporters have already hired land rover trucks 
in order to get around once the fighting 
begins. The only thing our correspondents 
are afraid of is missing a deadline. 

It is here that opinion of the role of the 
press is most divided. What does a reporter 
show and how far should they be asked to go. 

Vietnam: “In the Vietnam war, there was 
actually a guide book for reporters,” said 
Pappas. “We weren’t allowed to show the 
faces of dead service men unless we were 
positive that the next of kin had been notified 
first.” 

Reporters have known fora long time that 
the pictures they flash and the stories they 
write influence the overall public support for 


_Observer Brief 
Vets to hold rally 


The Veterans Club will hold a support 
rally for the troops in the Persian Gulf on 
Feb. 25 in the quad located opposite the 
gym. In the case of inclement weather, 
the rally will be held in Lecture Hall A. 


Students win 
scholarship 


NECC students, Kelly Dugan of 
Newburyport and Digna De Los Santos 
of Lawrence have been awarded the first 
Merrimack Valley Estate Planning 
Council Scholarships. 

The scholarships, cach worth 
$1,000dollars, are funded by the 
Merrimack Valley Estate Planning 
Council. The council is an organization 
of local professional people who provide 


the war. The Pentagon, too, has realized it. 

The Pentagon saw the press’ potential in 
Vietnam and now holds daily news briefings 
in order to control the numerous rumors that 
result from a war situation. 

But will the accuracy of the war coverage 
be affected by the competition of the news 
agencies once the land war breaks out and 
reporters are left on their own? 

Attacks: The first night of Iraqi SCUD 
missile attacks on Israel set the stage for 
sensationalism as reporters scrambled to learn 
ifnerve gas had been used. Several conflicting 
reports arose and some news agencies, hoping 
to break the story first, reported prematurely 
that it had. 

“T think what happened is that all the 
networks were competing to beat that first 
night of CNN coverage,” said Schram. 

“There was a lot of confusion that first 
night of missile attacks,” agreed Pappas. 
“There was an Israeli Government 
announcement to put on gas masks, and I 
think someone jumped the gun.” 

Sidelines: “You have to remember the 
reporters are not sitting on the sidelines 
reporting only what they see, but instead are 
hiding in bomb shelters anticipating what is 
next, and speaking through a gas mask.” 

Added Wertheimer, “This is a learning 
experience for everyone. As far as for drama, 
this is what it’s like. It is dramatic, it is worth 
it.” 

A common complaint is that there is too 
much press coverage. The question that pops 
into my mind the most is how can there be too 
much. The toughest part of this whole thing 
will be handing out the journalism awards 
when it’s over. 


training, seminars, and assistance to 
individuals on the subject of estate 
planning. 

“We instituted the scholarships 
because we felt it was important to 
encourage students to continue their 
education in the business fields.We 
decided to target students who were 
academic achievers in spite of obstacles 
in their life which had sometimes made 
it difficult for them to pursue their 
education,”said Attorney Virginia 
Keaton of Andover, council president. 

Dugan, a business management 
major, plans on transferring to a four- 
year college after graduating from 
NECC. While at NECC, she has been 
active in the Paralegal Club and studied 
in Ireland as a participant in the 
college’s Overseas Academic Program. 

De Los Santos, an Accounting major, 
also plans on transferring to a four-year 
college after graduating from NECC. 
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Measures taken to save electricity 


By CHRISTOPHER EVANS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The campus electrician has prepared the campus lighting to 
cohere with a lean 1990s budget, enabling NECC to not only 
cut power usage, but provide for a brighter lighting system. 

Along with the Massachusetts Electric Company and local 
contractors, NECC’s electrician David Dubois worked out a 
plan to provide a lighting system to conserve electricity and to 
eliminate obsolescing bulbs, fixtures and switches. 

In the past, classroom lights have remained on until the 
campus custodians made their rounds in the evening to turn 
them off. This kind of electricity waste has plagued the campus 
energy conservation committee, which searches for ways to 
conserve energy every year. 

New method: “We (NECC energy conservation com- 
mittee) have discussed over the years how to get people to 
shut the lights off, and you just can’t do it,” Dubois said. 

As a result to this troublesome problem, Massachusetts 
Electric Company’s sponsors an Energy Incentive Program, 
in which NECC has been able to have light switch sensors 
installed in all classroom and offices, cost free. Now the lights 
automatically turn on, once detecting motion and shut off ten 
minutes after the room is vacated. 

Edward Sheehan, superintendent of buildings and grounds, 
said, “They (light switch sensors) are a great savings. The most 
efficient way to save electricity is to take little pieces . . . picked 
out at different times of the day, and I think we’re going to 
realize the great savings at the end of the year.” 

“Also conserving energy in the classrooms and offices are 
the actual lights; over 3,500 fluorescent lights and their 


ballasts have been re- 
placed campus-wide. The 
ballast, an essential com- 
ponent of the fluorescent 
light fixture that regulates 
the flow of electricity to 
the bulb, will allow for 
more intense lighting and 
a 20 percent savings from 
the old. 

Dubois said .“What 
used to take us the energy 
to light up three lights, 
can light up five now.” 

Also,as a result of 
requests for brighter 
lights illuminating the 
parking lots and 
walkways, the campus has 
installed metal highlights 
providing a brighter 
exterior lamp. This has 
increased the campus 
night lighting by one 
third to lights that have 
dimmed in recent years. 

Noticeable savings: “We’re saving money and were 
getting more light,” Sheehan said. Other area schools have 
adopted this program or are in the process of looking for ways 
to conserve through efficient lighting systems, according to 
MASSPIRG spokesperson Hilary Miskoe, who supports the 
energy conservation program. 


Fixing the lights 
C. Evans photo 
BRIAN BOES works to improve the outdoor lighting 


College approves 28th state MASSPIRG chapter 


By MELISSA BUCHIKOS 
Staff Reporter 


NECC became the 28th chapter of 
MASSPIRG, the Massachusetts Student 
Public Interest Research Group, when 
students voted the organization on-campus 
recently. 

MASSPIRG was founded in 1972 by 
students at U. Mass/Amherst after following 
the example set by University of Oregon 
students. 

There are now “PIRGs” in 24 states, 
Massachusetts being one of the largest. 

Hilary Miskoe, MASSPIRG organizer at 
NECC said,“By having a chapter, students 
have an opportunity to get involved with a 
state-wide chapter of like-minded students.” 

MASSPIRG is a student directed 
organization aimed at preserving the 
environment and protecting consumers. The 
organization played a key role in passing 
legislation such as the used car lemon law, toy 
safety law and the clean air law, which will 
reduce automobile emissions by 50 to 75 
percent beyond whatis required by the federal 
Clean Air Act. 

One on one: MASSPIRG works directly 
with volunteers on specific state issues, unlike 
Greenpeace and other organizations. “There 
are sO many ways to get involved. It’s a great 
way for students to make a difference,” Miskoe 
said. 


C. Evans photo 
MASSPIRG WORKS to recruit on 
campus. 


“The students are going to be living in the 
state for four years (while going to school) so 
the environment that they live in makes a 
difference to them,” she said. 

The group is currently working on an 
energy-efficiency, insurance reform and child 
care in addition to environmental and 


consumer protection issues. 

MASSPIRG is also campaigning for a 
federal bill that would require new cars to 
achieve 45 miles per gallon (mpg) and light 
trucks 35 mpg. 

Oil Savings: This step would save 3.3 
million barrels of oil a day, twice what America 
imports from the Persian Gulf. In addition, it 
would prevent the release of 452 million 
metric tons of carbon dioxide annually and 
eliminate over 1000 trips by supertankers like 
the Exxon Valdez, MASSPIRG research 
shows. 

In the future, the group hopes to prevent 
environmental problems instead of cleaning 
them up afterwards. 

“Instead of reducing the amount of toxins 
in the air, don’t put them out there to begin 
with,” Miskoe said. 

The Board of Directors from each of the 
schools (usually two or three, elected by 
active MASSPIRG members) decide which 
issues the group will work on. The 
organization works in cycles. One year, the 
focus may be on homelessness; the next it may 
be on recycling. 

After selecting an issue, researchers are 
hired by MASSPIRG, lobbyists are put into 
action, and students start letter-writing 
campaigns. 

MASSPIRG is a non-profit organization. 
Their income comes solely from donations 
and a $5 waivable fee on tuition bills. 


MASSPIRG is also non-partisian, and does 
not accept federal funds or corporate 
contributions. 

“MASSPIRG is out there,” Miskoe said. 
“Ifpeople want to get involved, they definitely 
can.” 

Involvement: To volunteering for 
MASSPIRG, or to receive a schedule of 
upcoming events,call Miskoe at (617) 782- 
7090, or leave a message at the Student 
Activities Office. 


MASSPIRG starts up 
at NECC 


In the future, the group hopes 
to prevent environmental 
problems instead of cleaning 
them up afterwards. 


“Instead of reducing the 
amount of toxins in the atr, 
don’t put them out there to 
begin with,” Miskoe sad. 


Proposed state cut of McNair Fund may hurt programs 


threats to cut these services? He’d be angry.” 

Additional problems facing the students if 
the fund is cut is future opportunities. Many 
of the students do not have the money or the 
opportunity to seek other services. 

Student discrimination: Lewis said, “I 
don’t have the money to get the deaf services 
I need. I want to keep my education going so 
I can look forward to other goals. If NECC 
closes the program, how will I find a job or 
transfer to another college?” 

Among the feelings of sadness and shock, 
the students also feel discrimination. 

Goselin said she feels angry that Weld 
would want to cut services for the deaf and 
E.S.L. students. 

“T feel he’s discriminating against us. Why 
isn’t it important for us to get an education 
and a degree,” she said. 

Fighting for opportunities: Dimitry said 
part of the program at NECC is to teach the 
deaf to be politically active and speak up for 
themselves because that’s the only way they’re 
going to get any help.” 

This activity was demonstrated when the 
students got together to save the McNair 
fund and the services given at NECC. 


Harsh cuts may come 
if McNair Funds cut 


Lewis said, “I don’t have the 
money to get the deaf services I 
need. I want to keep my edu- 
cation going so I can look 
forward to other goals. If 
NECC closes the program, 
how will I find a job or trans- 
fer to another college?” 


“If it doesn’t fail, well have a depression 
within our community. We won’t give up 
until they fail in their goal to take the money 
away,” said Lewis. 
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Phone access for deaf 
NECC first in New England for TDD payphone 


By HELEN UBINAS 

Observer Editor 

NECC recently became the first college in New England to 
have a pay phone for the deaf and hearing impaired. 

The phone, equipped with a TDD (telecommunications 
device for the deaf), was installed with the cooperation of New 
England Telephone (NET). 

It is located in the F-Building across from the bookstore. 

Pay phone: NECC was chosen as a test site by NET 
because it educates more deaf and hearing-impaired students 
than any other state college in New England. 

Currently, there are 50 deafand hearing-impaired students 
enrolled at NECC. 

Kathleen Vesey, program director, Northeast Regional 
Center of Gallaudet University, initiated talks with NET 
concerning the installation of the T.D.D. pay phone. 

Test site: NECC bought the TDD machine from Ultratec 
Inc. over a year ago, but further communication for plans was 
needed. 

Vesey said, “When I first talked to them, (NET) they 
didn’t know what I was talking about because it was a brand 
new machine that was new to the market.” 

Traci Lombre, NET marketing manager, public 
communications department said, “NET decided to work 
closely with NECC because it was seen as a perfect opportunity 
to test the durability of the equipment in a high usage 
environment.” 

The costs are being covered by a special accessibility grant 
awarded twoyears ago. This same grant gave students electronic 
doors recently installed on campus. 

Important concept: Vescy said, “We felt it was important 
for these students to have equal accessibility.” 

Vesey and other members of the deaf and hearing impaired 
faculty recently held a workshop for students demonstrating 
specific instructions for using the phone. 

The workshop showed students exactly what numbers to 
use for proper use of the TDD and different ways to contact 
another TDD machine or voice-activated telephone. 

Although the new TDD pay phone and regular pay phones 
are similar, different numbers and maneuvers get the same 
service. 


New product ; 


Vesey said, “When I first talked to them, 
(NET) they didn’t know what I was 
talking about because it was a brand 
new machine ...” 


New opportunities: Certain numbers have to be keyed 
into the TDD in order to use it effectively to contact other 
parties, operators or customer service. 

The campus is planning to affix a list of all TDD numbers 
and other necessary extensions to the pay phone. 

The major difference between the TDD phone and other 
pay phones is a 24 hour relay service allowing hearing impaired 
students to communicate with anyone regardless if they have 
a TDD or not. 

The old relay system had a time limit, but the new system 
will not because customers can now be billed. 

Additional services: Kathleen Lawrence, NECC student 
said, “It surprised me to see the phone. Most students use 
Sidney’s (Sidney Pietzsch, counselor, office for students with 
disabilities) office. Some students have never even used a pay 
phone.” 

In addition to the installation of the pay phone at NECC, 
a new law took effect on Jan.1 for an enhanced 911 service in 
Massachusetts. 

Vesey said, “It will be happening, but I doubt it’s in place 
now.” 

She recommended using the relay service for emergencies 
until the system is put into place. 

Test period: NET plans to monitor the phone for at least 
six months. The installation of other phones on campus is still 
uncertain. 

Lombre said more phones may be installed on campus, but 
the decision will be made after the test period. 

NECC student Scott Lewis said, “I think it’s great that 
we’re being recognized. One is good for now, but it would be 
great to have two or three on campus.” 
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Trial run 
C. Evans photo 


KATHY VESEY watches Tracy Kimball, NECC stu- 
dent, type on the first TDD telephone at a college in 
New England. 
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Kuwait-past present and future 


By HELEN UBINAS & 
TRACY PELLETIER 
Observer Editors 


Questions surrounding the U.S. protection 
of Kuwait are as complex as the history of 
Kuwait itself. 

The Kuwaiti constitution, drafted in 1962, 
calls for democracy, yet plans to institute 
these policies were still on the drawing board 
at the time of the invasion. 

Kuwait’s definition of democracy differs 
from the American interpretation. 

Kuwaiti constitution: Although indi- 
viduals age 18 or over can vote in the United 
States, only male Kuwaiti citizens whose 
families have been in the country before 1920 
would be given voting power. 

In actuality, the Sabah family reigns over 
Kuwait with Emir Shaikh Jabiral-Ahmad al- 
Jabir al-Sabah as the head. 

The emir tolerates complaints and protests, 
but does notallow the development of political 
parties. 

Last year, the emir’s power extended to 
the press in the form of government 
censorship. 

Democratic nation: Elizabeth Wilcoxson, 
chairperson, department of history and 
government said, “The system has been 
referred to as a medieval monarchy. It is very 
hard to justify going in to ‘restore the 
government on the grounds that what we are 
doing is putting back into power a democratic 
system that has been overthrown by non- 
democratic forces.” 

Arthur Barlas, instructor, department of 
history and government, said America wants 
to appear as though it is supporting a 
democratic nation because Americans don’t 
like giving aid to nondemocratic governments. 

“Kuwait will have to at least appear to be 
a democratic nation after the war is over,” he 
said. 

Despite flaws in its democratic system, the 


citizens of Kuwait have certain benefits. 


Utilities, education, and health care are free, 
and wages are the highest in the region. 

Work force: A dual system exists by which 
Kuwaitis hold paying job titles while other 
Arabs are hired to do the actual work for a 
lower wage. 

John Guarino, professor, department of 
history and government, said, “The society 
was a little bit like Alice in Wonderland.. The 
people (Kuwaitis) were guaranteed a job, but 
they didn’t have to work.” 


War comes to NECC 


By DEBORAH O’NEIL 
Observer News Editor 


NECC students who are members of the U.S. 
military Reserves or National Guard face the 
possibility of being summoned to active duty 
and leaving their academics behind to serve in 
the Persian Gulf war. 

“A college studentin the Reserves program 
is as equally deployable as everyone else,” said 
Sergeant Sharon Lacasse, staff administrative 
assistant for the 351st General Hospital, an 
Army Reserve unit out of Hanscom Air Force 
Base in Bedford, Mass. “It’s the same as 
working in a civilian job. You are entitled to 
keep your college standing...but you don’t 
lose anything.” 

Students activated: Approximately 40 
service members attend NECC and 18 others 
have been called to active duty since 
September, according to Veterans’ Affairs 
Coordinator Nancy Sabin. 

The academic status of military personnel 
attending NECC who are summoned to active 
duty because of the war will be protected by 
a policy issued by the Massachusetts Board of 
Regents. ; 

The policy, released in September, outlines 
financial, administrative and academic 
procedures for the school to follow when a 
service member is activated. 

Students will receive nonpunitive 
withdrawals from their courses and will be 
given priority enrollment in their program 
when they return. Tuition will be refunded or 
credited where necessary. Financial aid, loans 
and scholarships will be handled on an 
individual basis. 
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The system survived because of a lucrative 
oil industry dating back to 1946. 

Kuwait has shared its wealth with several 
countries in need of aid during the 1980s, 
including Iraq. 

Political concessions: Despite past fi- 
nancial aid, Saddam Hussein demands eco- 
nomic concessions from Kuwait claiming Iraq 
is the rightful owner to some Kuwaiti oil 
fields. 

Income levels between the two countries 
differ enormously. In Kuwait, the per capita 
income is $14,000, while in Iraq it is $1,700. 

Reasons for U.S. protection of Kuwait 
range from money to politics. 

Before the invasion, America consumed 
13 percent of Kuwait’s oil market. Kuwait 
spent $950 million on U.S. goods, and had 
investments in several businesses in the States. 

U.S. protection: If Saddam Hussein’s 
long-range objective ofa unified Middle East 
occurred, it would not be economically 
advantageous to the United States. Kuwaiti 


Nothing lost 


“It’s the same as working in a 
civilian job. You ave entitled 
to keep your college 
standing...but you don’t lose 


anything.” 


Sabin commended the school for its 
support of soldiers leaving NECC for the 
Gulf. She said the faculty has done everything 
possible to help soldiers and support the 
Military Service Persons Club on campus. 

“The schoolis definitely behind the military 
service persons,” Sabin said. 

Students protected: Student reservists are 
further protected by the Soldiers and Sailors? 
Civil Relief Act of 1940, a federal statute 
designed to suspend civil liabilities of soldiers 
when called to active duty. 

In accordance with the board of regents 
policy, John Dimitry, NECC president, may 
waive or suspend any school policy that would 
negatively impact a student upon withdrawal 
and re-admission. 

“I’m sorry they are being called up,” 
Dimitry said. “If they come back (to NECC) 
we will welcome them back as students. We 
will certainly go out of our way to help them 
complete the requirements for the course or 
semester they were yanked out of.” 

The following NECC students have been 


money normally spent abroad would be used 
to build up the new unified region. 

Wilcoxson said, “I think money is a large 
factor. If Iraq had decided to invade Yemen, 
the U.S. would have made a brief protest in 
the United Nations and life would have gone 
on.” 

Since the 1940s, common policy involved 
balancing the power between the Middle 
East countries. If one region became too 
powerful, countries such as Britain and the 
United States would build up the weaker 
region. 

Guarino said, “It seems that we (U.S.) 
once again have failed to play the game of 
balance and power politics which is the whole 
name of the game since the 1940s, at least in 
the Middle East.” 

War solutions: He also said the moment 
Iraq became too strong, the United States 
should have built up Iran. 

“We (U.S.) are scrambling around 
pathetically for other solutions,” he said. 


In the past, the answer was more simple. 

In 1961, Iraq tried to annex Kuwait, but 
Britain came toits defense. Iraq later withdrew 
its claim. 

This was not the case in the Persian Gulf 
crisis. 

U.S. intervention: “I honestly believe he 
(Bush) felt the response would be so imme- 
diate and so ready that the U.S. troops would 
not be there for very long,” Guarino said. 
“Because the Cold War had ended, the United 
States felt they were the remaining great 
power.” 

“His (Bush) judgment was exceedingly 
mistaken. The United States and Bush had 
the illusion that we could in fact be the 
policemen of the world.” 

Guarino outlined two possible scenarios 
for the outcome of the war. 

War outcomes: He said one possibility is 
heavy casualties causing outrage among the 
American public and concluding the conflict 
in the same fashion as the Vietnam War. 

“We will have again shown our foreign 
policy bankrupt that we couldn’t do what we 
set out to do. The country will be filled with 
lack of confidence, debt, self-despisal and all 
the things that followed in the late 1970s,” he 
said 

Guarino’s second scenario outlined a 
complete victory resulting in the United States 
having to occupy Iraq for an extended period 
of time to maintain the power balance. 

War sentiments: Although it is said his- 
tory repeats itself, the similarities perceived 
between the Vietnam War and the Iraq War 
have distinct differences. 

Anti-war sentiment was demonstrated at 
the onset of the Vietnam War, while general 
support and patriotism is evident in the Iraq 
War. 

Barlas said although there is a current 
distinct sentiment of patriotism, a lengthy 
war will bring definite changes in attitudes 
among the American people. 

Despite the billions of dollars and 
thousands of troops, the United States has 
invested in Kuwait, it is questionable whether 
America will profit from this involvement. 

Middle East ties: Wilcoxson said, “Part of 
the issue is that we have Muslim cultures who 
are temporarily at war and who knows how 
long that’s going to last. Even Iran and Iraq 
were at war, and now there is cooperation 
going on between them. The tie among the 
Muslim people is a whole lot stronger than 
the one between United States and Kuwait.” 


for these reserves 


Desert storm 


TROOPS STATIONED in Saudi Arabia. 


called to active duty since September, to the 
knowledge of the school administration: 

David Caraccio, Methuen, Mass.; Rodney 
Caron, Derry, N.H. ; Craig Charest, Methuen, 
Mass.; Eric Freund, Salem, N.H.; Michael 
Gordon, Plaistow, N.H.; Robert Hickey, 
Lowell, Mass.; Craig Maguire, Newburyport, 
Mass.; James Martino, Haverhill, Mass.; 


File photo 


Michael McCabe, Salem, N.H.; Christopher 
McDevitt, Merrimac, Mass.; Raymond 
Merrick HI, Newbury, Mass.; David Perry, 
Leominster, Mass; Eric Quinney, Plaistow, 
N.H.; Brian Sawyer, Danvers, Mass.; Stephen 
Smith, Methuen, Mass.; Phillip Starks, 
Andover, Mass.; David Wilson, Reading, 
Mass.; Louis Youngblood, Haverhill, Mass. 
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Dean’s list announced 


A 

Antoinette Adams, Linda Ader, Thomas 
Agostini, Joseph Aiello, Frand Aiesi, 
Christopher Aiken, Michael Alestock, 
Elizabeth Alfond, Stephanie Allen, Kim Alley, 
Bernardino Almonte, Kristin Anderson, Susan 
Anderson, Wade Anderson, Joyce Andrew, 
Sonia Aponte, Wayne April, Laura Arena, 
Lourdes Arias, Ekaterini Athanasatos, Rachel 
Atlas, Jennifer Aumais, Thomas Austin. 

B 

Cheryl Bacon, Joseph Bailey, Renee Bai- 
ley, Michael Baillargeon, Kelly Baker, Marie 
Baker, Robert Baker, Denise Bakios, Niurka 
Balbuena, Dawn Bamford, Robert Banaski, 
Gerald Barberio, Edwin Barnes, Alan Barowy, 
Donna Bartlett, Paul Basile, Mary Basiliere, 
Stacy Baxter, Laura Beal, James Beaudet, 
Joann Beitman, Matthew Belfiore, Johnna 
Bellone, Gerald Belmonte Jr Cynthia Beneski, 
Janice Benoit, 

John Bentley, John Berard, John 
Berchtold, Tamara Bill, Karen Birdy, Karen 
Bornholm, Deborah Blackey, Lisa Blinn, Ruth 
Bogdan, Gary Boccelli, Steven Bohnwagner, 
Mark Boucher, Donna Boulanger, Elie Bou- 
Mitri, Lori Bourgeois, Harolyn Bowen, Dorrie 
Bowley, Whitney Bowley, Eileen Boyle, David 
Bradley, Lynda Brochu, Melissa Broderick, 
Christopher Brown, Glenn Brown, Susan 
Brown, Anne Bruner, William Brush III, 
Melissa Buchikos Hai Bui, Glen Burgess, 
Dawn Burke, Richard Burns, Gregory Butler. 

Cc 

Matthew Calderaro, Joseph Calitri, 
Danielle Camacho, Kristin Campbell, Peter 
Capra, David Caraccio, Karen Carey, Elizabeth 
Carlisle, Brad Carpenter, Jennifer Carr, Peter 
Carrier, David Carroll, Sheila Carroll, Stephen 
Carroll, Erik Carter, Jonathan Casali, Joyce 
Cavaretta, Pedro Ceballos, Mark Chabot, 
Jennifer Chase, Don Chatman, Najat Chaya, 
Diane Cheney, 

Lynn Cheernesky, Tricia Chilingirian, 
Susan Chisholm, Mark Chmielewski, Rick 
Chouinard, Carla Ciampa, Ana Cidade, 
Carlene Clark, V. Jacqueline Clark, Arline 
Clarke, Ross Cloutier, Susan Coller, Lyle 
Collman III, Liana Colomycki, Scott 
Connolly, Sean Connolly Bryan Contino, 
Dolores Cook, Miguel Coreano, Laurel 
Corelle, Beverly Cote Sheryl Cormier, Jane 
Correa, Nancy Correa, Wanda Correa, John 
Cortes, Mary Courage, Erik Crago, Stephen 
Crandall, Roxanne Creighton, Jennifer 
Crouse, Cindy Crowninshield, Juana Cruz, 
Thomas Csizmadia, Joseph Cucinotti, Jerra 
Cuddy, Phillip Cuddy, Christopher Cullinane, 
Phuong Cung, Dorothy Currier, Shawn 
Currier, Eric Cyr, Susan Czyski. 


Janet David, Brent Davis, Thomas 
DeCoste, Marianne DeJesus, Leigh 
DelleChiaic, Marina DelleChiaie, Maria 
DeLuca, Sharon DeLuca, Karen Demers, 
Christine Demetrius, Kathryn Denesowicz, 
Bradley Denning, Kanella Denoncourt, Lesley 
DeSantis, Stacy Desiderio, Anne Desmaris, 
Jennifer Diaz, Trixie Dietz, Jennifer Digilio, 


Dennis Dikmak, Michele DiNicola, Charlene 
DiPietro, Anthony Doherty, Kurt Doiron, 
James Donahue, Anne Doran, Donna 
Doucette, Shayna Doulames, Elizabeth 
Dowden, Robert Dowling, Deborah Doyle, 
Christopher Drogos, Christopher Dube, 
Kimberly Dube, Kelly Duggan, Russell 
Dumont, Joseph Duncanson, Heather Dunn, 
Shawn Dunning, Eric Dupere, Delia Duran. 


E 
Cheryl Eastwood, Yvone Edwardsen, 
Enjum Efroz, Paula Eggleston, Vera 
ElHachem, Charlotte Elliott, Sandra Elliott, 
Che Elwell, Ath Em, Hopemarie Emery, 
Meredith Emery Kellyann Eramo, Rosenne 
Estep, Jose Estrella, Christopher Evans. 
F 


Norman Face, Christina Faherty, Jade 
Farrell, John Faulkner, Michael Favalora, Juli 
Felch, Sylvia Felermin, Judy Field, Scott 
Fitzgerald, Rita Fleming Robin Fowler, Paula 
Fragala, Kara Francoeur, Karolyn Franz, 
Marcia Fraser, Pamela Fritz, Cheryl Furber. 

G 

Jamie Gaeta, Judy Gaffny, Aimee Gagne, 
Minica Gagne, Anne Galarneau, Frances 
Gallagher, Barbara Gallo, John Ganley, 
Edward Garabedian, James Garner, Rebecca 
Garry, Anthony Gates, Marie Gauthier, Kevin 
Gearty, Colin Geary, Brenda Gerakines, Jason 
Gerrish, Heidi Getchell, Scott Giles, Alison 
Gilman, Teresa Giuffre, Jeannine Giusti, 
Richard Gladstone, 

David Glidden, Marjorie Goldbaum, Ellen 
Gonsalves, Claire Goodfellow, Elizabeth 
Goossens, Thomas Gordon, Merri Gorman, 
Rosemary Gosselin, Jill Gove, Mary Gracefta, 
Monique Graf, Arthur Grenier, Christopher 
Grier, Judith Grillo, Sherie Grocott, James 
Guide, Charles Guido, Maria Gutierrez, 
Sandra Guy. 

H 

Jihad Hachem, James Hadad, Theresa 
Haggett, Lynne Halamoutis, Beth Hale, Bruce 
Hale, Deborah Haley, Janice Hall, Maura 
Hamilton, Joseph Harding, Rebecca Hardy, 
Judith Harris, Jennifer Harvey, Margaret 
Harvey, Shirley Harwood, Michael Hassey, 
Elvy Hawbaker, Ellen Hayes, Tracy Hayes, 
Jean Heath, Steven Hebert, Sharon Heffron, 
Craig Heil, Stan Hellinski, Mary Henehan, 
Timothy Henrick, Holly Henshaw, Luis 
Hernandez, Lugene Hersey, Maureen Hogan, 
Bernadette Holland, John Hosty, Herbert 
Houle, Randy Houle, Margaret Howard, 
Steven Howes, Sandra Hoyt, Kristin Hudson, 
Lisa Hultgren, Terrance Hurley. 

J 

Maura Jackson, Yohanny Jaime, Elizabeth 
Janvrin, Maria Jiminez, Christine Johnson, 
Gregory Joiner. 

K 

David Kadar, Korin Kane, Tara Katsimpas, 
Robert Keenan, Edward Keith, Patricia 
Keleher, James Kelley, Debra Kennedy, Gary 
Kidder, Karen Kidder, Chun Kim, Anthony 
King, Faina Klabukova, Kimberly Knapp, 


NORTHERN ESSEX 


LESBIAN AND GAY 
ALLIANCE 


MEETING 


February 15th at 12 noon 
Room C - 302 


Craig Knight, Dawn Knowlton, Cheryl 
Kovalcin, Robert Kozec, Laura Krikau, Berta 
Krupnik, Jennifer Kuffel, Scott Kurzban. 

L 

Laurie LaBua, Diane LaChance, Marc 
LaChance, Judy LaCroix, Andrew Laderoute, 
Laurie Lafey, Yvan Lafond, Marie Lalonde, 
Julie Lambert, Elaine Lamprecht, Jody 
Landers, Marcy Landford, Pamela Langlois, 
Joseph LaRosa, Darren Lavallee, Eric Lavigne, 
Kimberly Lavoie, Gregory Law, Steven Law, 
Yen Le, Jane LeCourt, Jennifer Lefebvre, 
Deborah Lemieux, Stephen Lemuth, 
Anthony Lennon, Tamara Lerner, Wendy 
Lesch, Sharon Letendre, Camille Levesque, 
Ana Levy, Tracy Liacos, Terrence Licciardi, 
Robin Lilley, Joan Limbenis, Lisa Littlefield, 
Diane Llewellyn, Gregory Lloyd, Thomas 
Long, Elizabeth Love, Elizabeth Loveday, 
Kevin Lovett, Judith Lowe, Anna Luccisano, 
Beth Luken, Scott Lurvey, Leo Lussier, 
Charles Lutz, George Lynch, Michael Lynch, 
Steven Lynehan. 

M 

Pamela MacBurnie, Kimberly MacDonald, 
Laurie MacDonald, Maureen MacDonald, 
Bernard MacGregor, Kathleen Madden, 
Cheryl Makiej, Maribel Maldonado, Ezio 
Maniscalco, Roger Manrique, Sally Mansfield, 
Sheri Marcella, Jennifer Marcelais, Alan 
Marcotte, Julie Marquis, Monica Marquis, 
Yvonne Marr, Albert Marshall, Colleen 
Marshall, Timothy Martens, Joseph Martin, 
Lisa Martin, Luz Martinez, Rosa Mateo, Ou 
May, : 

Scott Mazur, Eric McAdam, Michael 
McAveeney, Lori McCaffrey, Christine 
McClellan, Constance McCormick, Maureen 
McGovern, Mark McGrade, Raymond 
McIntyre, Anthony McLaughlin, Robert 
McLeer, Susan McLeod, Corie-Lyn 
McLynch, Scott McNamara, Renee McPhee, 
Erin McQuillen, Jane Meaney, Margaret 
Mears, Civeles Medina, Stephanie Mejer, 
Nicole Melanson, Deborah Melonas, Yoanny 
Mendova, Viola Mercado, Elie Merhed, 
Corrine Messina, Mary-Beth Meuse, Patricia 
Michard, Bruce Michitson, Matthew Miele, 
Shellene Miele, David Miller, Linda Miller, 
Stephen Mills, Juan Moijica, Hilda Molina, 
Lynne Montague, Janeet Montanez, Letizia 
Montefusco, Rosa Montefusco, Cindy 
Montgomery, Robert Moreau, Kim Moretti, 
Christopher Morgan, Heather Morris Amy 
Morrison, Lisa Moschetto, Joseph Moscillo, 
Kelly Mueller, Constance Murphy Delphia 
Murphy, Lynda Murphy. 

N 

John Nacy, Marie Nadeau, Donna Nelson 
Catherine Neubert, Ray Ng, Hang Ngo, Mai 
Nguen, Chnistine Nicgorski, Diane Nicholson, 
Gary Nilsson. 

0 

Marsha Oates, David O’Brien, Theresa 
O’Brien, Monica Ochoa, Pamela O’Connor, 
Moira O’Leary, Manda Oliver, Christine 
Olivier, Mark Olonovsky, Theresa O’ Meare, 
Linda Oneil, Iris Ortiz, Marie Osgood, Jacalyn 
O’Sullivan, Johanne Ouellet, Amy Ouellette, 
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Thomas Overbaugh, Cynthia Owens. 
P 

Randolph Page, Jeffrey Paleno, Cathy 
Palm, Stephen Papazidis, Danielle Paplaska, 
Dawn Pappalardo, Mauro Pappalardo, Kim 
Paquette, Daniel Parent, Victoria Parker, Daxa 
Patel, Keyur Patel, Sangita Patel, Scott 
Patterson, Denise Payne, Craig Peacock, 
Matthew Pearson, Maria Pelkey, Tracy 
Pelletier, 

Maria Pena, Marcia Perkins, Margaret 
Perkins, Cassandra Petrakis, Cheryl Petralia, 
Michael Petreyko, Paul Petruccelli, Kristine 
Picard, Michael Pierce, Heather Pillsbury, 
Enc Platt, Joseph Pomroy, Ben Poore, Heidi 
Porter, Karyn Poshepeck, Laurie Poshpeck, 
Virginia Prentiss, Beth Prescott, Heather 
Preston, Katherine Proano, Todd Proia, 
Martha Puello, Sherri Puglia, Juanna Puorro, 


Q 
Kathryn Quesnel, Thomas Quigley, 
R 


Robin Raadmae, Andrea Raiti, Josefina 
Ramirez, Mayte Ramos, Kristin Rapaglia, 
Darlene Rastello, Cynthia Ray, Mary Reusch, 
Maria Reyes, Heather Rhodes, Robert 
Rhodes, Scott Richardson, Cheryl Ricker, 
Jeffrey Rider, Kerry Riley, Randi Riley, 
Mary-Jo Rivela, Laura Rivera, Christopher 
Roberts, Michael Roberts, Nadine Roberts, 
Patricia Robertson, Mildred Rodriguez, 
Kimberly Rogers, Jeffery Rogoff, Isamarie 
Rojas, Patria Rojas, Patricia Romano, David 
Ross, Karen Roy, Patricia Roy, Tracy Roy, 
Gayla Royer, Janet Royer, Richard Russell, 

Ss 

Gregory Saab, Kenneth Salter, 
DennisSampson, Sara Sandstrom, Fidel Sang, 
Aida Santana, Flor Santana, Faye Scarborough, 
Georgianna Schiavone, Susanne Schlegel, 
Derek Schmidt, Rienaldo Schumann, 
Anneliese Schumm, Francis Sereti, Paul 
Sevigny, Wendy Shapiro, Jacquelime Shields, 
Nancy Shirling, Allanah Shoner, Joseph Sico, 
Joseph Sielicki, Candace Silvia, Lisa Siney, 
Kimberly Sinotte, Kenneth Siriani, Lucy Sirois, 
Karen Slosek, Brenda Smith, Erik Smith, 
Melissa Smith, 

Tyson Smith, Edd Snow, Valerie Sobel, 
Paul Sohl, Saul Sosa, Tammy Soucy, Amy 
Spanger, Geraldine Spano, Jay Sparks, Krista 
Spencer, Jennifer Srybyn, Pamela Srybyn, 
Jennifer Stanley, Robert St. Germaine, 
Christopher Story, Jennifer Strangman, Wil- 
liam Stratton, Brian Sullivan, Bridget Sullivan, 
Deborah Sullivan, Gavin Sutcliffe, Mary Beth 
Sweeney, Kelly Sylvester, Robert Syvinski, 
Joan Szymanski, Debra Szymezak. 

Li 

Eric Tallberg, Erica Talty, Joseph Talty, 
Shelly Tamis, Josephina Taveras, Christiana 
Taylor, Lorna Teal, Cecily Teichert, Kathryn 
Tetrev, Thanh Thach, Kristen Thayer, Cecile 
Theberge, Elin Thomas, Patrick Thompson, 
Barbara Thurlow, Daniel Titus, Martha 
Torrey, Christina Torrisi, Paul Towle, Andrew 
Tremblay, Cathy Tremblay, Dawn Trusty, 
Asanu Tsuchiya, Stacy Tuccolo, Rochelle 
Tulo, Christina Turcotte, Taqua Turner, Holly 
Twiss-Wright. 

U-V 

Helen Ubinas, Sandra Usher, Brenda 
Vazquezk, Celeste Vazquez, Melanie 
Vermette, Lisa Vets, Kathleen Viglas, Orlando 
Villafane, Donald Vincent, Holly Vinci, 
Chnistopher Vlitas, Minh Duc Vo, Christopher 
Voisine 

Ww 

Christopher Wagner, Andrea Walsh, 
Michael Walsh, Valerie Walters, Lisa Watson, 
Rebecca Wells, Lorrie Wesoly, Kathleen 
White, Kimberly White, Melisa Whithed, 
David Whittlesey, Rachel Widger, Matthew 
Wilder, Eric Wilhelm, Ronald Wilkins, 
Raymond Williams Chris Williamson, David 
Wilson, Kerry Wilson, David Windle, Poonsit 
Wongthawatchal, Eve Worral, Charlie 
Woundly, Cynthia Wyatt 

Y 

Gregory Yatskar, Igor Yatskar, Nelya 
Yatskar, Karen Yelle, Jennifer Young, Lynne 
Young, Kyung Yu, 

z 

Gail Zabierek, Virginia Zaccheo, Jeff 
Zannini, Richard Zannini, Iris Zeledon, 
Kimberly Zizza. 
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Counseling sessions starting this spring 


The NECC Counseling Center offers several 
programs for students this fall. 

The Personal Counseling component 
provides a short term treatment program 
attending to a range of personal issues on an 
emergency or ongoing basis. 

The Career Development program 
provides the opportunity to work with both 
individuals and groups on issues of career 
choice, career change and life/ work planning. 
Career Counseling is based on a developmental 
approach including identification and 
assessment of skills, interests, values, 
preferences and priorities. 

The Division of Continuing Education 
and Community Services Counseling 
component provides academic and transfer 
counseling to students during the day, but 
primarily evenings through the DCE & CS 
office B204 at extension 3800. Liaison work 
with extension campuses, agencies and 
businesses in the community are involved. 

The Transfer Counseling program 
facilitates informed, selective student transfer 
decisions for colleges and promotes transfer 
articulation for students both days and 
evenings. 

We appreciate your referrals, suggestions, 
questions and requests for Counseling 
Services, groups and workshops, which are in 
the interest of our students. 

Please call or come to the Counseling 
Center Room F-121, Student Center, (508) 
374-3790. 

Betty Coyne, director of counseling and 
industry career advising. Marian Clay, 
counseling secretary. 

Personal Counseling (Individual) 

Individual appointment are scheduled by 
coming to the Counseling Center, F-121, 
Student Center. 

Haverhill Campus 

Dr. Larry Bernstein, ph.D. Psychologist 

Consultation Friday, 8:15 a.m. - 1:15p.m. 

Jane Bradley, Personal Counselor 

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p-m. 

Tues. 1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Elizabeth Glenn, Masters Candidate in 
Counseling Psychology, Lesley College 

Monday & Thursday 8:15-3:00, 
Wednesday & Friday 9:00-2:00 

Roberta Vitale, Masters Candidate in 
Counseling Psychology, Antioch College 

Tuesday 11:00-2:30, Wednesday 8:30- 
3:30, Friday 8:00-2:00 

Mare Maccini, M.Ed. Candidate in 
Counseling, University of Mass./Boston 

Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Walk in-Students can come in without 
appointments for personal issues and 
questions. 

Counseling Center Reception Area, F121, 
Monday-Friday 1-2 p.m., with Jane Bradley. 

Lawrence Campus 

Personal support, Referral and Outreach. 

Jane Bradley, Personal Counselor 

Tuesday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Lawrence Public Library, 3rd floor Tele. 
683-4259. 

Identifying Internal Dialogue/Speaking 
to Myself 

This group discusses the “how to” of 
creating positive, helpful, self talk to enable 
you to succeed in new ways which will have 
impact on your health, achievement, and 
personal life. 

Mondays 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

Beginning February 11 

Facilitated by Elizabeth Glenn, Masters 
Candidate in Counseling Psychology 

Stress Management 

A practical presentation, discussion and 
application of techniques designed to manage 
and reduce stress. 

Thursdays, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Beginning February 14 

Facilitated by Elizabeth Glenn, Masters 
candidate in Counseling Psychology 

Assertiveness for Men and Women 

At times all of us are either to aggressive, 
passive or noncommittal when assertiveness is 
needed. Learn how and when to better assert 
yourself. 

Fridays, 8:00-9:00 a.m. 

Beginning February 15 

Facilitated by Roberta Vitale, Masters 
Candidate in Counseling Psychology and Marc 
Maccini, M.Ed. Candidate in Counseling 

Let’s Look at Anger 


A lot of us are taught to put a lid on our 
feelings. We’ll take a look at anger, talk about 
it, see some demonstrations, and learn, how 
to direct it in effective ways. 

Fridays, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

Beginning February 15 

Facilitated by Elizabeth Glenn, M.A. 
Candidate Counseling Psychology and Marc 
Maccini, M.Ed. Candidate in Counseling 

Freshman Nursing Group 

This particular group is limited to freshman 
nursing students. 

Fridays, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Beginning February 15, in Room B109 

Facilitated by Roberta Vitale, Masters 
Candidate in Counseling Psychology 

Women’s Group 

This group is designed for women who are 
willing to share their thoughts and experiences 
on what it is like to be a woman and a student 
of the 90’s. 

Wednesdays, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

Beginning January 30 

Facilitated by Jane Bradley, Masters 
Candidate in Counseling Psychology 

Superwoman? 

A support group for women juggling 
multiple roles. Meet with other women to 
explore issues and learn alternative strategies. 

Thursdays, 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

Beginning February 14 

Facilitated by Jane Bradley, Personal 
Counselor 

Relationships 

In a small group setting, learn to identify 
and effectively address needs and issues that 
arise in relationships. 

Fridays, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Beginning February 14 

Facilitated by Jane Bradley, Personal 
Counselor 

Men’s Issues 

A gathering of men to discuss male issues 
and to empower one another. What is it to be 
a man and a student today? 

Fridays, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Beginning February 15 

Facilitated by Marc Maccini, M.Ed. 
Candidate in Counseling 

Mental Health Technology Group 

Fridays, 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Beginning February 15 

Facilitated by Jane Bradley, Personal 
Counselor and Mare Maccini, M.Ed. 
Candidate in Counseling 

To sign up for any of the above listed 
groups, contact the Counseling Center by 
calling (508) 374-3790 or stop by F121 in 
the Student Center. The Counseling 
Departmentisalso available to provide groups 
for interested students. Please contact the 
Counseling Center for any additional groups. 

Transfer Counseling 

Days 

Betty Conte, director of counseling and 
industry career advising. For information and/ 
or appointments please call 374-3790 or come 
to the Counseling Center. 

Judy Bakula, M.Ed. Candidate , Salem 
State College 

Wednesday and Friday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. 

Evenings 

Janet O’Keefe, DCE & CS Counselor. 

For transfer information and/or 
appointment please call 374-3800 or come to 
DCE & CS Office, B204. 

Division of Continuing Education & 
Community Services Counseling 

Janet O’Keefe, DCE & CS Counselor 

Monday and Wednesday, 12:30 p.m.-8:30 
p.m. 

Tuesday and Thursday, 10:30 a.m.-6:30 
p.m. 

Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Tom O’Brien, DCE Counselor, works in 
cooperation with Janet O’Keefe. 

Dorene Krane, Masters Candidate in 
Counseling, Rivier College. 

Monday and Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.-8:30 
p.m. 

To make appointments please call 374- 
3800 or come to the DCE & CS Office, 
B204. 

Transfer College Day 

Tuesday, November 26, 1991 

53 colleges represented in the College 
Cafeteria. 

Transfer Evening 

Thursday, April 25, 1991 


C. Evans photo 


CHET HAWRYLCIW, chairperson, Humanities Division, center, makes point 
during forum held to discuss John F. Kennedy’s presidency. 


5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Liberal Arts Building “C” in the lobby. 

25 colleges represented. 

Careér Counseling 

M.J. Pernaa, Coordinator of Career 
Development 

Career Workshops on Career Decisions: 

Monday, February 25 and March 4 

2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Enery Martinez, Career Advisor 

Thursdays, March 7 and March 14 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

John Scuto, Career Advisor 

Wednesday, March 13 and 20 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Deborah Regan, Career Advisor 

Tuesdays, April 9 and April 16 

2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Patricia Cogswell, Career Advisor 

AT&T CWA Alliance Learning Center 

Located at AT&T Merrimack Valley Works 


Joseph Giampa, Program Director 

Joanne Ferris, Program Assistant 

Deborah Bushnell, Program Assistant 

John Scuto, Career Advisor 

Patricia Cogswell, Career Advisor 

Deborah Regan, Career Advisor 

Enery Martinez, Career Advisor 

Lisa Baroody, Career Advisor 

Mission Statement 

To serve as the highest quality resource for 
CWA represented employees who want to 
take charge of managing change in their own 
lives and to support those individual efforts by 
assisting them to realize their optimum career 
and personal growth and secure satisfying 
employment in their chosen field. 

Open only to CWA represented employees 
employed at AT&T Merrimack Valley Works. 


For information please call Joanne Ferris, 
(508) 960-2410. 


Papers Typed 


* Resumes 
*Reports 
*Manuscripts 


Special Student Rates 
$2.00 per page double-spaced 


(508)521-4703 


Daniels LTD. 
Bradford, Ma. 01835 


*Word Processing 


* Bookkeeping 
* Typing 
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Observer Features 


‘The 


World 


Seen’ 


Two faculty members 


edit new intl newsletter 


By DEBORAH O’NEIL 
Observer News Editor 


Exposing cultural diversity at NECC and in 
the world is the goal of The World Seen 
newsletter, co-edited by professors Bonnie 


Flythe and Anne Laszlo of the Division of 


Social Sciences. 

“The Merrimack Valley is so cosmopoli- 
tan with its various groupings,” Lazlo said. 
“We are a microcosm of the world at large. It 
( The World Seen) gives more of an interesting 
context to the school.” 

Campus debut: About 500 copies of the 
premier issue of The World Seen were released 
on campus in December. It addresses the 
preservation of our environment with ecology- 
safe products and includesa feature on faculty 
member Eleanor Hope McCarthy, who re- 
cently traveled to India. Addresses of soldiers 
in the Middle East and a list of do’s and don’ts 
to send overseas were also included. 

Flythe and Laszlo have interest in the 
exchange of cultural ideas within the local 
community and between nations. 

Laszlo focuses on the interchange of |an- 
guage between cultures. She said language is 


spread through international travel including 
that of armies. She also has concerns for the 
environment, expressed in The World Seen 
story, Tis? the Season. 

Sources for her story included Garbage 
Magazine and catalogs from various busi- 
nesses that are sensitive to environmental 
issues. 

Flythe subscribes to publications not 
available on newsstands such as World Press 
Review and World Monitor. She said Ameri- 
can media fails in its coverage of international 
affairs that do not necessarily involve the 
United States. 

“If an American is not involved in an 
international event, it’s not reported,” said 
Flythe, who has traveled all over the world. 
“There are French troops and Belgian troops 
in Rwanda, Africa. Since when have you seen 
that on the news?” 

The cultural war: Both professors said they 
hope to approach the Persian Gulf War on a 
cultural level in the next issue of The World 
Seen, due out at the end of February. 

Flythe would like to continue probing 
into the status of women around the world, as 
she didinthe Travel to India story in The World 


Bonnie Flythe 


“Tf an American 1s not in- 
volved in an international 
event, 1t’s not reported,” said 
Flythe. “There ave French 
troops and Belgian troops in 
Rwanda, Africa. Since when 
have you seen that on the 
news?” 


Seen. She said it is a complex subject because 
freedom and rights are complicated by women 
in countries such as Saudj Arabia who are 
happy in submissive roles. 

Laszlo said she wants to investigate the 
impact of American culture on Saudi Arabia 
and the impact of Middle Eastern culture on 
the United States. 

“It’s an educational process,” Flythe said. 
“All cultures are pretty narrow in what they 
know of other cultures. Learning the culture 
is only the first step. Then, we have to think 
about what’s best for human beings.” 

Sharing experiences: Laszlo and Flythe 
want input from students and faculty, par- 
ticularly those who travel. 

“We have students come back from the 


Anne Lazlo 


“The Merrimack Valley is so 
cosmopolitan with its various 
groupings,” Lazlo said. “We 
are a microcosm of the world 
at large. It (The World Seen) 
Sives move of an interesting 
context to the school.” 


study abroad program just raving about their 
experiences,” Flythe said. 

She said The World Seen can serve as an 
outlet for them to share their experiences. 

Laszlo said the idea for the newsletter was 
originally Usha Sellers,’ chairperson of the 
Division of Social Sciences. Sellers’ involve- 
ment in the students study abroad program 
on campus was a catalyst for the production of 
the newsletter, Laszlo said. 


“My role was one of support and encour- 
agement,” Sellers said. "The World Seen is 
another vehicle for an educational commu- 
nity to keep itself informed and up to date. 
...We are all excellent resources. We can learn 
from each other.” 


jranian native recalls years in Mid-East 


By TAQUA ANNE TURNER 
Observer Staff Reporter 


When he was 14, he left all of his family and 
friends in Iran for a new life in the United 
States. 

Kalhil Razzaghi, 20, now lives in Methuen 
He left his homeland because he was getting 
older. 

“T had to leave because I was nearing 15,” 
Razzaghi said. 

In Iran, men could not leave the country 
between the ages of 15 and 25 because of the 
war with Iraq. 

The war: The Iran/Iraq war entered its 
full scale stage in 1980, as a result of the 
Iranian Islamic Revolution in 1979. The Is- 
lamic revolution in 1979 ended the 50 year 
rule of the Pahlavi dynasty, which was a more 
modern and Western government. Iran feared 
that westernization would destroy their reli- 
gious Islamic (Moslem) beliefs. The Islamic 
Revolution resulted with Shia or Shiite Islam 
(Moslem) being established as the state reli- 
gion. 

Iraq invaded Iran in early September 1980 
because it feared that Iran’s Islamic Revolu- 
tion would effect its own population of Shia 


Moslems, which constitute the majority of 


Iraq’s population, 

The war was not fought near Razzaghi’s 
hometown of Tabriz, located about an hour 
south of the USSR, but some of his friends 
went to fight. Iran has a draft that orders men 
to fight, ifneeded, at 18 years ofage, Razzaghi 
said. 

Young soldiers: “Ifa 12 or 13 year-old 
boy wanted to fight and knew how to work a 
gun, he would go to war,” Razzaghi said. 

“There wasa 13 year-old boy in my country 
who hung grenades all around himself and 
blew himself up under an Iraqi tank.” 

Razzaghi and his family still follow the 
Muslim religion. About 95 percent of Iran is 


Muslim, and the other 5 percent is Christian. 
But religion became a stronger influence on 
Iran’s society with Ayatollah Khomeini and 
the Iranian Islamic Revolution of 1979. 

“Khomeini took religion to the extreme. 
So a lot of people stopped caring about it,” 
Razzaghi said. 

Imposed restrictions: Women were forced 
to cover their entire bodies in public, Razzaghi 
said. One could be arrested for holding hands 
in public, and music was also not allowed. 

At beaches in Iran, men and women were 
separated. 

“Men would go to bathe in the mornings 
and women would go in the afternoons. 
Everyone had to be fully clothed or they 
would be arrested,” he said. 

After Khomeini’s death in 1988, some 
rules have loosened considerably. Lately, the 
government has been improving, but Razzaghi 
is not sure if he would return to Iran. 

“T hope to go back,” he said. “I hope the 
government changes. If not, I have no inter- 
est in returning.” 

Cultural differences: There are many cul- 
tural differences between Iran and the United 
States, Razzaghi said. 

“Families are totally differentin Iran. They 
have meals together,” he said 

Visiting relatives is a social activity, and 
relatives have frequent gatherings. Children 
are more respectful to their parents’ wishes, 
Razzaghi said. 

Women in smaller towns are generally 
restricted to mothering and homemaking, 
but women in the cities have more career 
opportunities, he said. 

Strange sight: “In Iran, I was nine or ten 
years-old the first time I saw a woman driving 
a car,” Razzaghi said. “Women driving 
shocked me.” 

Razzaghi arrived in the United States 
with his father in January 1985. His father 
returned to Iran after one month while 


Razzaghi remained here with his cousin to 
get an education. 

“T think the hardest time I had through all 
of this was in Turkey,” Razzaghi said. 

He spent five months alone in Turkey 
when he was 14 waiting for his visa to be 
approved. During the sixth month stay, 
Razzaghi’s family joined him. 

Paperwork delayed: Razzaghi’s visa was 
delayed because his school papers had to be 
approved in the United States and sent back 
to Turkey. 

“This process took a long me, but when 
my father arrived in Turkey he got my visa for 
me,” he said. 

During his time alone in Turkey, Razzaghi 
tried to see many different places and land- 
marks. He said he had to learn the language 
quickly. 

“But the experience of being alone over 
there helped prepare me for the United States,” 
he said. 

Language barrier: Nothing prepared 
Razzaghi for the difficulty of learning En- 
glish. 

“TI knew how to say ‘hello,’ ‘table,’ or 
‘chair,’ but that was about it,” Razzaghi said. 

“I basically couldn’t say a word, but 
gradually I picked up words from sentences. 
I began to sort of understand what people 
were saying.” 

Razzaghi started attending Lowell High 
School one week after his arrival in the states, 
and he took English as a Second Language 
classes. Razzaghi said he had an easier time 
understanding math courses than any other 
classes because of the language barrier. 

Difficult time: Prejudice was a difficult 
issue for Razzaghi when he started high school. 

“I remember I was beat up my first semes- 
ter in high school because of my nationality,” 
Razzaghi said. “Still today, sometimes when 
I meet someone new and they ask where I’m 
from, I almost don’t want to tell them. I say 


» 


I’m from Iran and they walk away. 

Education plans: Razzaghi finished high 
school in two and a half years, one and a half 
years early, and then began attending NECC 
at 16. Schools in Iran are more difficult. 

“Some of the work I’ve done in Iranian 
junior high school is comparable to work I’ve 
done in college,” he said. 

Razzaghi currently works 20 hours a week 
and receives money from his father to pay for 
college. It is difficult, but possible to send 
money from Iran. 

“The government doesn’t really want any 
money to leave the country,” Razzaghi said. 

Razzaghi plans to graduate from NECC in 
May with a business transfer degree. He hopes 
to continue his education at the University of 
New Hampshire, Bridgewater State or 
Merrimack College at a school with student 
housing. 


Difficult 
problem to solve 
in foreign land 


“I basically couldn’t say a 
word, but gradually I picked 
up words from sentences. I 
began to sort of understand 
what people were saying.” 
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Greek 


journey 


First student likes 
semester abroad 


By MICHAEL B. PIERCE 
Observer Features Editor 


A semester in Greece began with a poster on 
a bulletin board, for one NECC student. 

Sheri Marcella, the first studerit to study in 
Greece in NECC’s overseas program, 
considered the program after seeing a flyer on 
campus. Then she set up an appointment with 
Usha Sellers, chairperson of the Division of 
Social Sciences and coordinator of the over- 
seas program. 

“At first, I wasn’t really sure if I would go 
through with it,” Marcella said. “But the 
more I talked to Usha, the better it sounded.” 

Mixed emotions: Because no other stu- 


dent from NECC had studied in Greece 
before, Sellers had mixed feelings about the 
trip. 


“T was a bit apprehensive and excited at the 
same time,” Sellers said. “It was hard for me 
to guide and advise her with any degree of 
intimacy of details. I had no direct knowledge 
of the institution, but Sheri was hungry and 
eager to learn, and that excited me.” 

The cost of the trip also helped Marcella 
decide to go. 

Reasonable price: “The price was about 
the same amount that the tuition at a four- 
year college would be,” she said. 

Marcella’s career choice was another reason 
why she wanted to study in Greece. 

“T was planning on becoming a Classics 
major, and I thought the best place to learn 
would be Greece,” she said. 

Sellers agreed. 

“Greece is the center of the Classics,” she 
said. “It is a country with a good deal of 
history.” 

While in Greece, Marcella attended 
Southeastern College and stayed in a hotel 
owned by the college. Five other students 
from this region of the country also studied 
there. 


Diverse studies: Marcella attended classes 
in Early Greek History, Humanities, History 


Ancient 
treasures 


C. Evans photos 
DELPHI, HOME to a famous oracle of 
antiquity, has a temple of Apollo among 
its ruins. 


of Philosophy, and Modern Greek. She also 
attended an Intro. to Classic Civilization class, 
which she found very interesting. 

“That class wasn’t in a classroom,” she 
said. “Every other Saturday we would go toa 
different site such as the Acropolis or Delphi. 
There would be an instructor with an arche- 
ologist telling us what happened, and the 
dates.” 

Marcella felt her classes were demanding, 
and the instructors made sure their students 
were learning. 


PARTHENON SITS on top of the Acropolis in Athens. 


“My classes were challenging, and my 
instructors were great,” she said. “I found 
that they went out of their way to make sure 
you were being challenged. They were also 
more than willing to make sure you got the 
schedule you wanted.” 

Few problems: Because Marcella stayed 
in Athens, the capital of Greece, she en- 
countered few language problems. 

“At first, I was afraid I would get stuck 
somewhere, and not be able to communicate 
with anyone,” she said. “But a lot of the 
people speak English, and I also picked up the 
basics to get by.” 

One cultural difference about Greece did 
stand out in Marcella’s mind. 

“The Greek people are so laid back,” she 
said. “It’s a much more relaxed environment 
than ours.” 

This difference took some getting used to. 

“Around here, people are always rushing 
around to get things done,” she said. “It took 
meawhile to get used to the difference there.” 

Historical sites: For entertainment, 
Marcella did a lot of touring. She visited 
Olympia where the Olympics were held every 
four years from 776 B.C. to 393 A.D. She also 
went to three islands-Naxos, Santorini and 
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TEMPLE OF ATHENA at Delphi, one of many historical sites in Greece. 


Ios, and visited Mycenae to see the ruins of 
King Agamemnon’s castle which dates from 
the Trojan War. 

Because Marcella’s trip was successful, 
some of Seller’s apprehensions were put to 
rest. 

“T would definitely say that she put some 
of them to rest,” Seller’s said. “I was proud of 
her as a representative of America.” 

Stull, Sellers could feel more comfortable. 

“T still haven’t talked to anyone there in 
authority about the program,” Sellers said. “I 
haven’t visited that program myself yet. I still 
have some apprehensions.” 

One aspect of her trip Marcella appreci- 
ated was the ability to see things in a new way. 

New outlook: “Seeing the things that I’ve 
learned about in Western Civilization gave 
me a whole new perspective,” she said. 

Of all her memories of Greece, Marcella 
enjoyed the people she met the most. 

“There were so many people there from 
different countries,” she said. “When I arrived 
there it was the end ofsummer, and I meta lot 
of students... touring the islands. Meeting all 
those people from different cultures was 
probably the most important... part of the 
trip." 


ATHENS’ ACROPOLIS, home to some of the most ancient sites from antiquity. 
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Opening reception 
C. Russo photos 
OVER 400 PEOPLE attend opening day 
festivities at the Bentley Library Confer- 
ence Center, above. Gene Connolly, NECC 
faculty member, reads from Kennedy’s 
words at the reception. 
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Goodwin 
enthralls 
crowd 


at JFK 
lecture 


By ANDREW LADEROUTE 
Observer News Editor 


The one factor that binds any of those who lived 
during the thousand day presidency of John F. 
Kennedy is that they can never forget. Even 30 
years later, ona cold January night, the fascination 
of the American people with the Kennedy family 
brings together those who can and those who 
only wished they could remember. 

Doris Kearns Goodwin, author of The 
Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys and WCVB-TV 
political analyst, spoke Jan. 25 in the library 
gallery. 

She discussed America’s obsession with the 
late president, but also shared her own personal 
thoughts and experiences about one of America’s 
most renowned families. 

“The source of fascination with the American 
people laysnotinonemanbutinthe _ structure 
of the Kennedy family over three generations,” 
Goodwin said before she began to talk of her 
book. It is a work she prefers to call, “A work of 
history as well as a biography.” 

Goodwin spoke as part of an ongoing 30th 
anniversary exhibit entitled A Time For 
Greatness in the celebrating JFK’s presidency. 
The exhibit, which NECC president John 
Dimitry called “The best he has seen in awhile,” 
will run until Feb. 24, and feature a variety of 
guest speakers. 

Goodwin, the first of these featured speak- 
ers, told the audience that before she sat down 
to write her book she realized that a Kennedy 
biography was not anew idea. Her sources had 
already been questioned extensively, so she 
decided to take a different approach. 

Instead of just asking questions and copying 
down the same old answers that many others 
had done before her, Goodwin opted to know 
the facts before she asked the questions. 

An inside look: “Details allow you to have 
the questions that captures the interest,” she 
said. 

In the eight to ten years it took to research 


Kenn 
presi 
celeb 
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DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN lectures in 


her book, she relied on a variety of means te 
gather the kind of information that gives tl 
facts life. 

Goodwin recalled taking long walks with th 
late president’s mother, Rose Kennedy, whi 
was 86 atthe time and worrying that the wom 
might trip and fall. But Goodwin said that it 
the aged Rose Kennedy who looked after he 
pointing the way in front of her with a flashlig 
and warning her of any bumps as she talked. 

“She (Rose) was at a stage in her life whensh 
wanted to talk of the past,” Goodwin said 
“Even the difficult memories of her daughte’ 
Rosemary, retarded from birth, came out easil 
since her advanced age seemed to make wi 
ever she said acceptable.” 

“Rose wanted the story of her life and that q 
her children told correctly. She gave me blanke} 
access to any material that I felt was needed, 
Goodwin said. 

Hidden mementos: “My search for materi 
took me to the attic of Joe and Rose Kenned 
where I discovered about 150 cartons full of ol 
report cards, tax returns, old love letters an 
anything else that had any importance to th 
Kennedy family,” Goodwin said. “Rose eve 
saved old theater tickets.” 

“It was great to find all this old Kenned 
memorabilia because I could use it to veriff 
dates and names since relying on memory alon 
was not always the most accurate way to g¢ 
information,” Goodwin said. 

“Forinstance, when Rose recalled her co 
out ball in Boston she was not aware just ho 
many people had attended,” Goodwin said 
“But when you check and find out that Ro 
Kennedy was known as the Belle of Boston and 


SS 


explored 
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iat over 400 people attended her ball, her story 
egins to come into focus. The best check on 
ye memory is the check of history.” 

Kennedys make history: From JFK’s ex- 
loits with the PT109 and Joe’s death over 
iermany to Bobby Kennedy’s assassination, the 
mily has had a way of inspiring ordinary people 

)) do great things. 

“My husband, who worked asa young speech 
)riter for JFK in the 1960s, said the president 
jad a way of speaking that made you feel like he 
))as only talking to you,” Goodwin said. “He 

FK) had the vision to inspire a nation to public 
srvice.” 
4 “You do not see people with that kind of 
nergy today,” said Goodwin. “In the 60s, 
J2ople wanted to help each other, but today at 
farvard all the law students there could talk 
out was passing the law aptitude test.” 

“I remember the day when Kennedy was 
10t,” Goodwin said. “I was on a bus heading 
»a college football game out of town when we 
opped for gas. That was when we heard the 
ews that the president was dead. We all just 
»uldn’t believe it. We all looked around at each 
ther, and it was as ifwe had become an artificial 

mmunity.” 

Goodwin expressed a desire to see the same 
nd of involvement in today’s politicians and 
»oke a few words about current world crises. 

1 her speech, she answered questions and 
tographed copies of her book. 

Arthur Signorelli, gallery coordinator and 

ibit curator, said, “The number of people 

tt have showed up and expressed interest in 
is exhibit shows just how strong of an effect 
s presidency has had on them.” 
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Peace Corps visits NECC 


Representative talks about 


24 


GLADYS DREW, Salisbury, checks out Kennedy memorabilia. 


By DEBORAH O’NEIL 
Observer News Editor 


John F. Kennedy envisioned an international 
youth program that would promote world-wide 
cultural unity and help developing countries 
meet their needs through volunteer work. 

A dream comes true: The Peace Corps is at 
its peak 31 years later with nearly 6,000 
representatives in 70 countries in Africa, Latin 
America, the South Pacific, Eastern Europe and 
the Caribbean. 

Peace Corps representative Judie Jackson 
visited NECC last Monday as part of the campus 
tribute to John F. Kennedy, A Time for Greatness, 
running through Feb. 24. 

“Peace Corps isa two year volunteer overseas 
commitment,” Jackson said. “Peace Corps is a 
moral commitment. You’re asked to give a 
commitment based on trust and knowledge that 
the countries are depending on you to be there 
and help them all you can.” 

A promise to care: The Peace Corps 
representatives fulfills a two year commitment 
in a foreign country adhering to its laws and 
customs while teaching the natives skills to 
survive independently. 

The Peace Corps strives to improve the areas 
of agriculture, forestry, fish culture, health and 
nutrition, education, engineering, skilled trades, 
small business, cooperative development and 
community developmentin these host countries. 

Most of these jobs require a college degree or 
three to five years experience. 

Jackson said many students inquired about 
which fields would be available for people with 
associates degrees from schools such as NECC. 

Volunteers with associates degrees in the 
following areas are needed: environmental and 
agricultural areas, also industrial arts or vocational 
education with one year’s work experience, 
civil, structural or environmental engineering 
with two years experience; any business discipline 
(except economics) with two years work 
experience, accounting with two years work 
experience, registered nursing, medical 
technology or medical lab technology, business 
education or business science. 

Learning a new culture: Jackson said 
volunteers must be requested by a host nation. 
While living in the foreign country, the Peace 
Corps representative is considered a government 
employee. 

Jackson practiced health services for two- 
and-a-half years in The Gambia, a small, densely 
populated country in Western Africa. She had to 


wot Ad 


student. 


submit to some Islamic customs for women. 

“Thad to acquire the same kind ofmannerisms 
as the women there,” Jackson said. “I would 
never look an older man in the eye.” 

Jackson said the initial transition can be 
difficult in many ofthe foreign countries because 
the United States has such liberal customs. 

“We come froma very free society,” Jackson 
said. “They are much more loose in some 
respects. In order to fit into their culture you 
have to compromise your own culture.” 

The Peace Corps helps alleviate the transition 
into the country with a two to three month 
training period prior to settling in the area. 

They also aid in transition back into American 
society with a readjustment allowance averaging 
about $200 for each month served overseas. 

Jackson said that one major goal of the Peace 
Corps is teaching Americans about different 
societies when volunteers return from overseas. 
She said that foreigners also want to learn about 
the United States. 

“You’ll find people are very curious about 
America and Americans,” Jackson said. “It’s up 
to them to decide how they’re going to use that 
knowledge.” 

An NECC contribution: Jackson said 
students at community colleges such as NECC 


importance of agency 
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to world 
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JUDIE JACKSON, Peace Corps representative, talks with Debra Burnham, NECC 


“Peace Corps 1s a two year 
volunteer overseas commit- 
ment,” Jackson said. “Peace 
Corps is a moral commitment. 
You're asked to give a commit- 
ment based on trust and knowl- 
edge that the countries are 
depending on you to be there 
and help them all you can.” 


have both associate degree skills and an interest 
in community activities that they can contribute 
to the Peace Corps. 

“ With community colleges there are a lot 
people who are interested in community work 
which we are interested in,” Jackson said. “The 
philosophy is that each Peace Corps volunteer 
works their way out ofa job. As it is ight now, 
developing countries need our assistance.” 
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Misery loves company 


D. Cheney illustration 


BEWARE OF TRIP SCAMS. An inexpensive trip may end up costing more than 


meets the eye. 


Valentines Day: 


By ANDRE T. SOLY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Valentine’s Day brings the time honored 
tradition of exchanging cards, along with a 
brief spark of contemporary romanticism 

The origin of Valentine’s Day is obscure; 
even its association with St.Valentine is open 
to speculation. 

St. Valentine was persecuted for his religion 
in Rome during the reign of Claudius II. 
Valentine, whose faith could not be swayed, 
was ordered clubbed and beheaded, on Feb. 14 
in 270 A.D. This date coincides with 
Lupercalia, a Roman pagan festival in hom 
age to the god, Pan. 


Religion: With the rapid expansion of 


Christianity and the downfall of paganism in 
Britain, many pagan festivals were re-titled 
with the names of martyred saints. 

The most prominent settlers of North 
America were of English origin. They brought 


their customs and festivals with them. 
In medieval times, superstition said the 


birds would choose a mate in the middle of 


February 
pagan instincts, since they applied the mating 


The settlers still had a strain of 


' Scams return 


again to NECC 


Flyers announce phony get-aways 


By JENNIFER FORZESE 
Observer Features Editor 


With the start of a new semester come new 
courses, teachers, students and trip scams. 
hese trips are offered by such places as 
Dynamic Destinations in Malden and Party 
Time & Travel Inc., in Woburn. 

More aware: Susan Smulski, student ac 
tivities secretary, said, “Past occurrences have 
made us aware of the scams. What has been 
promised is not provided. The trips end up 
costing more than the quoted price.” 

This semester, blue and green flyers offer 
fun-filled weekends in Montreal, on a trip 
that runs from Feb. 16-18 and other times 
through Sept.1. 

“These companies hire college students 
to come on campus and hand out the flyers,” 
Smulski said. “NECC has a no posting on 
bulletin boards and no soliciting rule.” Smulski 
said 

The trips include transportation, two- 


of birds to humans also. 

Family day: At NECC people observe 
traditional values when it comes to Valentine’s 
Day 
for two years, follows an honored family 


Bob Michaud, a campus security guard 


night hotel accommodations and two free 
meals during March and April. Some offer 
tickets to sports games, like the Bruins vs. 
Blackhawks, Lakers vs. Celtics, and Bruins vs. 
Whaler games 

Party Time & Travel Inc. also offers ski 
trips to Sugarbush or Sunday River 

“The hotel offered may be the Sheraton, 
but they end up staying in “similar accom 
modations” hotel,” Smulski said. “The hotel 
may not be near the city. There is usually no 
representation from the company.” 

Low rates: Prices start as low as $59 to as 
high as $669 per person. Four or more people 
must stay in the same hotel room to qualify 
for these rates, however. 


These trips are not affiliated with North 
ern Essex Community College, and they do 
not have a Student Activity Fund(SAF) ap- 
proval stamp. A trip offered by NECC will 
have a staff member’s name, room number, 
and/or phone number. 


return to romantic past 


custom of a close family holiday. Michaud 
feels there is less romanticism now than in the 
past. 

“Today’s youth lead a fast-paced life which 
makes people forget the little important things 
that spice-up a relationship,” he said. 

Because of the ever-present economic 
strife, Michaud said people’s spirits will be 
dampened this year. 

“Only if they forget their feelings about 
what it’s really about,” he said. 

Romance: Roberta Allain, commercial art 
major, has felt a major money squeeze. De- 
spite this, Allain feels the lack of money will 
bring about romantic thoughts and expres 
sion among people who celebrate Valentine’s 
Day. Her favorite way of celebrating is by 
having an intimate dinner. 

Glenna Bier, Telephone Operator II, feels 
people will continue the tradition of 
Valentine’s Day because it allows people to 
“hang onto something when things are bad." 


Alumni association sponsors several trips this spring 


By JENNIFER FORZESE 
Observer Features Editor 


The NECC Alumni Association offers a series 
of events beginning in March and running 
through September, which are sponsored by 
NECC Alumni Office. 

Ernestine Greenslade, director of public 
information and alumni relations, said the 
Alumni Association is an important asset to 
the college. 

“The alumni association is an organiza- 


tion whose purpose is to gather alumni sup 
port for the college,” Greenslade said. “ This 
is done through recruitment, fundraising, 
and a scholarship drive each year.” 

Alumni contribute: Because the admis 
sions department is under-staffed, the alumni 
have been asked to donate their services. 

“The alumni help with career advice,” 
Greenslade. “ We’re hoping in the future to 
move toward career mentoring. Alumni will 
help students and recent alumni with career 
advice.” 


Personal 
Income Tax 
Consultation 


Assistance for full time students 
f illing out Federal and State 
short form income tax retums 


with NO itemization. 


Edward M. Paquette 
Haverhill Bookeeping & 
Income Tax Services 


Haverhill, Ma(S08) 521-1040 


$10 fee, includes a $5 donation to the Northem Essex Community College Alumni 


Association Scholarship Fund. Please call for an appointment. It only 
takes a few minutes. it is a short distance from the college. 


356 Main Street 


Fax # 3736606 


Events: On the North Conway Week 
end, March 1-3, participants must be 21 or 
older to attend. On March 13, an Alumni 
Panel meets to advise and discuss careers in 
early education. A panel meeting April 11 will 
discuss career changes. 

On May 2, a trip to Boston to attend the 
play Shear Madness is scheduled, and Red Sox 
fans should mark Sept. 6 on their calendar. 
The dates have not been announced for the 
alumni, faculty and staff night at the student 
drama production, the trip or the Boston 


Pops. 

Ski trip success: Dottie Holmes, secre 
tary to the dean of student affairs, said, “The 
people at North Conway made us feel very 
welcomed. There are two large sitting rooms, 
one with a fireplace. They are comfortable 
places to sit around and talk.” 

“We did have to provide our own trans 
portation,” she said. “ We also brought our 
sheets and towels. You could use theirs, but I 
think they charge for that.” 


Social Club 
Meetings 


Mondays 11 - 12 
Room C-113 


Please join us! 
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‘Sara’: incest victim 
still lives with pain 


By KATHRYN KNIGHT 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Late at night, in the confines of a dark 
bedroom, most small children fear ghosts, 
goblins and other assorted villains. Typically, 
parents soothe these fears. 

Sara, an incest survivor, was awakened 
nightly by her father to suffer her own real life 
nightmare from the age of nine until 16. 

“T felt a void within,” Sara said. “I was 
emotionally numb, incapable of feeling 
anything.” 

Incest can only be understood by those 
directly involved, she said. The childis haunted 
by the secret each day, unable to speak ofit for 
fear of breaking the family apart. 

“T felt powerless,” Sara said. “God forbid 
I tell my mother. I wouldn’t want to hurt her. 
I couldn’t bear it if 1 caused her to hate him.” 

Suffering the pain: Sara suffered in silence 
for many years until, until she was old enough 
to leave home. She left only to realize that the 
pain filled her life. Sara had difficulty forming 
and maintaining intimate relationships. She 
couldn’t let herself be vulnerable, for fear of 
being betrayed. 


Long ordeal 


“Sara, an incest survivor, was 
awakened nightly by her 


father ... until 16.” 


At 21, Sara finally told her mother about 
the abuse. 

Angered and disturbed, Sara’s mom 
confronted her dad. His admission was 
immediate. Like Sara, he was haunted each 
day by the secret. 

Today, 14 months later, Sara’s parents 
have separated. 

Both are in counseling, searching for an 
understanding of why this happened. 

Sara, too, attends support groups and sees 
a counselor regularly. Slowly, she is putting 
the pieces of her life back together. 

Surviving: “With the help of dear friends, 
I’m talking about the incest,” she said. “I’m 
letting go of the shame that I’ve felt for many 
years. I’m learning to trust and let people in 
to help me.” 


Child 
abuse 


Speaker tells audience 
about extent of problem 


By HEIDI BUMPUS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


“Sexual Child Abuse is the involvement of 
dependent children in sexual activity,” 
psychologist Peter Swartz said at the beginning 
ofalecture presented by the Behavioral Science 
Club. 

Swartz, a licensed clinical psychologist 
practicing in Haverhill and Cambridge, 
focused attention to the fact that physical 
abuse combined with sexual abuse is one of 
the most prevalent problems children must 
face in society. 

Alarming statistics: Based on statistics, 
he estimated that about one out of three 
females, and one out of six males, will 
experience some form of sexual abuse during 
their life. Swartz cautioned that a child will 
usually not directly tell anyone he or she has 
been abused. 

“Some nonspecific signs an abused child 
might display include personality changes, 
concentration difficulties, sleeping disorders, 
eating disorders and overall depressed 
behavior,” Swartz said. “It’s extremely 
important to be aware of what might be 
beneath the surface of a child’s behavior and 
actions.” 

One student at the lecture spoke of her 
sister who as a child had been sexually by her 
brother. 

“My sister is the angriest person I know,” 
the woman said. “ It has been many years 
since the sexual abuse occurred, and she still 
hasn’t been able to deal with it.” 

A look of frustration appeared on the 
woman’s face as she explained the many 
unsuccessful attempts she made in hopes of 
convincing her sister to seek professional help. 

“T don’t think she realizes what a toll the 
sexual abuse has taken on her personality,” 
she said. “I worry that if she does not receive 
some sort of therapy soon, the memories of 
her horrible experience will continue to cripple 
her.” 

Swartz agreed childhood sexual abuse 


could indeed cause many long term effects, 
including overwhelming feelings of depression 
and guilt. 

Confusion: “When adults can associate 
feelings of pleasure with sexual abusive 
memories, they will often carry around a 
sense of responsibility and guilt,” said Swartz. 
“However, it’s not uncommon for children, 
who are unable to comprehend what sex is, to 
feel an element of tenderness or nurturance 
during sexually abusive interactions with 
adults.” 

John Whittle, Behavioral Science Club 
adviser, worked with Swartz at the Northern 
Essex Health and Resource Center five years 
ago. He invited Swartz to speak after learning 
that a disturbing number of students in a class 
had been sexually abused. 

“During one of my classes this semester, 
we happened to start talking about incest,” 
Whittle said. “Three out of the nine students 
in attendance disclosed they had been sexually 
abused by a family member during their 
childhood.” Whittle thought the lecture was 
very informative, but he wished the aspect of 
male sexual abuse was discussed more. 

“Males are supposed to be strong and 
macho, according to society,” he said. “Instead 
of receiving sympathy and support, sexually 
abused males are often asked why they didn’t 
protect themselves.” 

Swartz is optimistic about the chances ofa 
sexually abused child recovering from his/ 
her experience. He listed several important 
healing stages, stressing it is important for the 
abused person confront someone, face the 
fact they were sexually abused, and make a 
firm commitment to the healing process. 

Surviving: “It’s important to refer to adults 
who have been sexually abused as children as 
survivors rather than victims,” Swartz said. 
“The word survivor is much more positive 
because it implicates they are capable of getting 
past all the trauma and hurt.” 

For more information about the Behavioral 
Science Club, contact Whittle in C-372. 


Campus program receives perfect test score 


By JENNIFER FORZESE 
Observer Features Editor 


The 1990 graduates of the Medical Record 
Technology program received 100 percent 
on their accreditation exam offered by the 
American Medical Record Association last 
fall. The national passing rate was 77.4 percent. 

John Dimitry, NECC president, said, 
“We are very proud. This shows a quality to 
the program that assures us we aren’t wasting 
students time.” 

Patricia Taglianetti, coordinator, medical 
record technology program, said, the five 
students taking the exam all passed: Rose 
Ferrandino, Eileen Ledbetter, Laurie Martino, 
Annette Todisco and Valerie Vigneault. 

Credit: “Once the exam has successfully 
been passed, the initials A.R-T., which stands 
for Accredited Record Technician, may be 
placed at the end of their names,” Taglianetti 
said. 

Dimitry said if the exam is not passed 
students may not practice in the field. 

“They may then decide to go on toa four- 
year school toachieve their bachelor’s degree,” 
Taglianetti said. “With the A.R.T., they are 
able to work in hospital medical records ,” she 
added. “Other types of jobs include insurance 
records, an ambulatory care facility, or a 
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psychiatric hospital. They have no direct pa- 
tient care. They only work with the docu- 
mentation of the given care.” 

People with a wide variety of medical 
background consider the program, she said. 

More experience: Some are nurses who 
have experienced burnout, and can’t continue 
on in the nursing area, but want to use their 
clinical backgrounds. Others are people already 
doing clerical work. They want to move up 
the career ladder. 

“We get a lot of nontraditional students 
in the night division,” Taglianetti said. 

“They work during the day and return to 
school to receive their A.R.T. The day division 
is made up of the more traditional students. 
They’re usually fresh out of high school. 

“What our primary problem is, is we have 
a hard time getting out there and telling 
people what medical record technology is all 
about. We have a pretty good track record of 
everyone who graduates being able to find a 
job.” 

Dimitry said the program is demanding 

“If they (student) don’t know what the 
field is about, they aren’t likely to become a 
medical records technician,” he said. “The 
important thing is making sure the quality of 
the students lives up to the expectations of the 
program. 
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MEL GIBSON 


HAMLET 


4 FRANCO ZEFFIRELLI FILM 


EXTERT 


COMING IN DECEMBER 


Zeffirelli 
film with 


GLENN. CLOSE 


ruins 
changes 


Leave Shakespeare’s plot alone, reviewer says 


By JOHN FACELLA 
Observer Staff Reporter 


In 1989, film audiences and critics gave high 
accolades to the film version of Henry V. The 
latest attempt to duplicate this successful 
transformation of Shakespeare to the big 
screen is offered by Franco Zeffirelli’s Hamlet 

Mel Gibson plays the maligned Dane, 
while Glenn Close has the role of Queen 
Gertrude. Zeffirelli is obviously trying to 
attract mainstream audiences by casting 
Gibson and Close, knowing their names will 
adorn movie marquees everywhere. 

Different role: Based on his past Holly 
wood credits, no one would associate Gibson 
with Shakespeare. Nevertheless, he surpris 
ingly puts forth a respectable performance, 
controlling the scenes well with a spectrum of 
emotions, including a refreshing brand of 
sarcasm. 

Glenn Close doesn’t shed any new light to 
the role of Gertrude. In one of the would-be 
pivotal scenes, Gertrude realizes the foul deed 
commuted by Claudius, yet she does not 
reflect on it again until she is poisoned at the 
movie’s finale. The script is probably more to 
blame than Close. 

Another behind-the-scenes problem with 
Hamlet is Zeffirelli’s interpretation of 


Shakespeare. The British-born director goes 
through the trouble ofhaving them roll around 
and struggle in bed during an argument over 


Claudius, in order to intensify images of 


incest. It is clear where Zeffirelli’s intentions 
lie 

While Zeffirelli needlessly magnifies this 
minor theme, he fails to give sufficiently 
enough attention to the most important theme 
—Hamlet’s severe inner conflict 

Gibson is emotionally convincing in many 
scenes, but the movie does not deeply explore 
Hamlet’s irresolute nature. The script does 
not allow Gibson to appreciably show this or 
Hamlet’s resulting agony. 

The cast: The supporting cast is impres 
sive, especially lan Holm’s comical rendition 
of Polonius. He is humorous at times, which 
will bring some laughs out of the audience. 

One element in this movie that cannot be 
overlooked is the superb cinematography 
No stage production could duplicate the rich 
landscape which the movie succeeds in doing 
on a big screen 

Audiences that have read Hamlet or seen 
it performed on stage may be disappointed 
with this movie, however, for those who are 
not familiar with the play, should read it prior 
to seeing this movie. This film fails to capture 
the essentials of Shakespeare’s original opus. 


Hamlet 
returns 


Great acting helps 
muke this film work 


By MARK HYSLIP 
Observer Staff Reporter 


If only one thing can be said about Franco 
Zeffirelli's film adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet it would be this: Hamlet belongs to 
Mel Gibson. 

Zeffirelli, the English-born director, had a 
vision of bringing William Shakespeare’s most 
famous tragedy to a mass audience. To do 
this, he needed someone with enormous box- 
office appeal who could draw in the mass 
audience and bring to life what is considered 
to be the most challenging role in theater 
history. Zeffirelli bet on Mel Gibson and 
won. 

At first glance, Gibson doesn’t seem to be 
alikely candidate for the role of Hamlet. After 
all, his track record thus far has won him fame 
in the roles of a lunatic cop in the Lethal 
Weapon movies, andasa heavily-armed warnor 
in the Mad Max series. 

But Gibson is by no means limited and has 
proven this in the past with The Year of Living 
Dangerously and especially in his moving 
portrayal of Fletcher Christian in The Bounty. 

Role perfection: Gibson is riveting as 
Hamlet. His emotional portrayal of the tragic 
character strikes at the heart. Shakespearean 
dialogue, while beautifully poetic, can be 
confusing at times, but Gibson’s emotional 
range is such that viewers understand exactly 
what is going on even if they don’t follow all 
of the dialogue. 

Zeffirelli’s use of the close-up helps to 
intensify the drama and makes Gibson’s 
performance that much more powerful. This 
should be the role that garners Gibson both 
the respect of the motion picture industry as 
well as his first Oscar nomination for Best 
Actor 

Another stand-out performance is Glenn 
Close’s Gertrude, the mother of Hamlet. 
Though the part is somewhat small, Close 
brings to it a depth and honesty that can be 
compared to her finest film work. The scene 
where Hamlet confronts his mother about 
the death of his father and her hasty marriage 
to King Claudius is perhaps the most moving 
scene of the film 

Close should be up for another Oscar 
nomination for Best Supporting Actress. She 
now has a total of five nominations: two for 
Best Actress (Fatal Attraction , Dangerous 
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Liaisons) and three for Best Supporting Ac 
tress (The World According to Garp, The Big 
Chilland The Natural). Hamlet could be the 
movie that wins her the Oscar. 

Command performance: Another critical 
element in the success of the film is the 
marvelous supporting cast, including Alan 
Bates, Paul Scofield and Ian Holmes as a 
wonderfully befuddled Polonius. Helena 
Bonham-Carter turns in a haunting 
performance as Ophelia, the ill-fated romantic 
interest of Hamlet. She turns what could be 
an insignificant part into a disturbing portrayal 
of madness. 

Authentic costume design and majestic 
cinematography combine with Zeffirelli’s 
brilliant direction to create a strikingly 
beautiful backdrop to Hamlet. It is by far the 
most thought-provoking and well-defined 
production of the play to date. Especially 
effective is the interruption of the constant 
flow of dialogue that seems to bog down 
other Hamlet productions. 

Change for the better: Zeffirelli skillfully 
omits some of the original dialogue and 
provides room for contemplation in the use of 
facial expressions, shadow and gestures that 
reveal more about the characters than words 
can do 

This will undoubtedly infuriate die-hard 
Shakespeare fans but it makes the film more 
understandable, and thus more enjoyable, to 
the average viewer. 

It is Gibson that ties it all together and 
makes Hamlet such an arousing success how 
ever. 

It was a risk for him to take on the role, 
but it was also a challenge. 

“Besides,” Gibson said inan HBO special, 
“at least I know there won’t be any sequels!” 


Supporting role 


“Helena Bonham-Carter 
turns in a haunting perfor- 
mance as Ophelia, the ill- 
fated romantic interest of 
Hamlet.” 


Student movies startin 


up again this semester 


By JOHN FACELLA 
Observer Staff Reporter 


During this semester, the Student Activities =% 


Office will show two of the most popular 
movies of 1990, Ghost and Home Alone. 

Sue Smulski, student activities secretary, 
assures everyone that admission is free. Movies 
are shown at the Student Center Theatre in F 
122. 

“You don’t have to go pay for it in the 
theater; come see it here for free,” she said. 

The Student Activities Office has enjoyed 
recent success in numbers with last semester’s 
showing of Total Recall. 

“The room was packed elbow to elbow for 
Total Recall,” Smulski said . 

Similar attendance is expected for this 


semester’s upcoming MOvIcs. 

Home Alone, starring Macaulay Culkin, 
will appear on April 8 at 1 1 a.m. Last summer’s 
hit Ghost, starring Patrick Swayze, Demi Moore 
and Whoopi Goldberg, was shown Feb. 11. 
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Holiday movie 


strikes 


home 


Fitt comedy stars new child actor 


By LAURIE TEBBETTS 
Observer staff reporter 


Holiday greetings have once again introduced 
an audience-approved smash with Home 
Alone. 

Presented by Twentieth Century Fox, this 
enticing family tale directed by John Hughes, 
features Macaulay Culkin a cute, 8 year-old 
child left home by himself while his parents 
and annoying siblings inadvertently fly off to 
Paris for the holidays. 

While 11 people rush madly to meet an 
early morning flight, Macaulay, as Kevin 
McCallister, rests comfortably in the attic. 

Drawing on some hidden skills to cook, 
clean, and do the grocery shopping, Kevin is 
far from “useless,”.as he is labeled by his older 
brother. Audiences become hysterical during 
a scene where Kevin’s face is scalded by Brut 
aftershave. 

Bungling burglars: Kevin also has to deal 
with some moronic burglars (Joe Pesci and 
Daniel Stern), who stake out th¢ McCallister 
home in search of some free gifts. Their 


By AMY BOARDMAN 
Observer Arts @& Entertainment Editor 


New York city is the backdrop for Green Card, 
a romantic comedy starring the unlikely team 
of Andie Macdowell and Gerard Depardieu. 

Macdowell, playing New York 
horticulturist Bronte Parrish, pulls her 
character off with an almost flawless 
performance. Last seen in the critically 
acclaimed sex, les and videotape, Macdowell 
leaves the audience believing that Bronte is a 
real person, not a mindless figure on the silver 


Observer Reviews 


unorganized thievery and a ridiculous “calling 
card” contributes more zaniness to this already 
quirky plot. 

Meanwhile, mom remembers leaving 
Kevin behind and sets out on a return trip 
only to find there are no vacant seats on any 
planes leaving Paris. In comes John Candy 
and his polka band who offer her a ride in the 
back of a rented truck. 

Kevin forms a new friendship with a scary 
old man next door who was rumored to have 
killed his entire family. The two share a 
heartwarming conversation during Christmas 
Eve mass where Kevin convinces the man to 
reconcile with his estranged son. 

Humor: Kevin’s cunning booby-traps left 
for the burglars, and the return of his mother 
along with the rest of the entourage provide 
some much-needed humor during this dreary 
winter season. See Home Alonebefore it comes 
out on video. 


screen. 

Depardieu plays George Faure, a 
Frenchman who will do almost anything to 
get a green card, allowing him to stay in the 
country. 

Green Card is definitely one of the best 
romantic comedies so far this year. Depardieu’s 
French flair and European humor blend to- 
gether well with Macdowell’s wholesome 
American look and personality. 

Both actors naturally draw Bronte and 
George out of themselves for the audience. 

The setting is Manhattan. A young 
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‘Green Card’ gives Depardieu English role 


gardener wants a beautiful apartment com- 
plete with a greenhouse. To get it she needs 
a husband. A French composer wants a green 
card so he can begin a new life in the land of 
opportunity. 

Hence, Bronte and George, newly-weds 
ending their honeymoon 30 seconds after the 
wedding, each believe they will never see each 
other again, until one day when immigration 
calls and the sojourn to real love begins. 

Depardieu, new to the subtitle shy 
American film audience, was last seen in the 
film 1990. Although new to the American 


audience, he has been lighting up movie 
houses across Europe since 1970 as France’s 
best known actor. 

Peter Weir whose last picture was the 
popular and acclaimed Dead Poets Society, 
wrote, directed and produced Green Cardwith 
Depardieu in mind to play George Faure. 

Weir uses some beautiful camera shots, 
particularly the rooftop shots with George 
and Bronte and a backdrop of the Manhattan 
skyline. 

See Green Card and watch a promising 
romantic comedy. 


Godfather I: Francis Ford Coppola directs great film 


By ROBYN HALE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Francis Ford Coppola has done it again in the 
long awaited The Godfather III. He managed 
to write, direct, and produce this third 
installment based on Mario Puzo’s novel. 

Al Pacino (Sea of Love and Scarface) re- 
turns as the aging, lonely Don Corleone, who 
wants to build a legitimate business empire. 
Corleone is on his way, being blessed and 
honored by the Pope, and donating $100 
million to the restoration of Sicily in his father 
Vito’s name. Then Vinnie Mancini comes 
into the picture. 
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Chaotic lives: Vinnie, played by Andy 
Garcia (Black Rain and Internal Affairs) is 
Sonny Corleone’s illegitimate son. He is also 
involved with the Zazza family, which took 
over the Corleone’s turf. Vinnie gets in a 
heated argument with the head of the Zazza 
family at a party in the Corleone’s home and 
asks Corleone to let him into the family 
business; however, Corleone informs him 
that it’s a clean business, but he’d see what he 
could do, 

Diane Keaton returns as Kay, the wife who 
fled Corleone and the family business. She 
returns with her children, Anthony and Mary, 
Corleon’s darling, devoted daughter played 
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by Sofia Coppola (Francis Ford Coppola’s 
daughter). 

Anthony wants to quit law school to 
become a professional opera singer. Mary falls 
in love with Vinnie, which upsets Corleone 
very much. 

Aftera bloodbath ata godfather convention 
in Atlantic City, the Corleone family goes 
back to its wrong doings, and like in parts I 
and II, people are killed left and right. After 
the bloodshed, Corleone realizes much to 
late that throughout his life he has hurt 
everyone he has loved. 

Over the course of three hours, give or 
take a few minutes, this reviewer was totally 


engrossed in this film. Pacino dosen’t pair up 
with Garcia like he did with Brando but their 
performance is nonetheless excellent. The 
ending is powerful and open-ended, making 
a sequel possible. 

Questionable acting: The weakest link in 
the film is the acting by Sofia Coppola. She 
played a young woman terribly devoted to 
her family, yet she has a steamy affair with her 
first cousin. She acts too immature for the 
part she played. 

Godfather part III is a must see film. The 
directing is excellent, and the actors generally 
play their characters well. Hats offto Coppola 
for another successful film, 


Class Cancellations 


are announced on the following stations: 


WBZ 1030 AM BOSTON 

WBCN 104 FM BOSTON 

WCAP 980 AM LOWELL 

WCCM 800 AM LAWRENCE 
WCGY 93.7 LAWRENCE 

WEEI 590 AM BOSTON 

WESX 1230 AM SALEM 

WHAV 1490 AM HAVERHILL 
WHDH 850 AM BOSTON 

WLLH 1400 AM LAWRENCE, LOWELL 
WNCG 1450 AM NEWBURYPORT 
WRKO 680 AM BOSTON 

WBZ TV 4 BOSTON 

WCVB TV 5 BOSTON 

WHDH TV 7 BOSTON 


Or call NECC’s School Announce- 


ment Number at 508-374-5800 


Wednesday, February 13, 1991 


Observer Arts & Entertainment 18 


Hip hop 
on tip 
this week 


By MARK STELLA 
Observer Staff Reporter 
Don’t Be A Fool 
Loose Ends 
Prod. Carl McIntosh; MCA (US) Smooth 
groove. Vocals are a bit muffled, but. effec 
tive. Familiar hip hop sound proves that digi 
tal sampling is taking over the music industry. 
No remix needed to improve this jam. Give 
this song a little time. 
Together Forever + 
Lisette Melendez 
Prod. Carlos “ After Dark” Berrios Co- 
lumbia (US) This one is a pure “break 
through.” With its blend of both hip hop and 
club, this beat is satisfying to all dance music 
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fans. Remember her name; this woman can 
definitely sing. “It’s the jam.” 
a) Ya Know The Rules b) Live Medely 


Boogie Down Productions 

Prod. KRS-ONE/ D-Nice JIVE (US) The 
beat and vocals makes this groove sound 
similar to their 1987 release, My Philosiphy . 

Although this one wears down a little, 
KRS-ONES’ message is still positve. The live 
medely on the B-side features Crimminal 
Minded, Jimmy, and The Bridge is Over . Nice 
if you prefer live performances. 


Music 
beatline 


By MARK STELLA 
Observer Staff Reporter 
U.S. club play: 
1. Another Sleepless Night, Mike “Hit Man” 
Wilson 
2. Jealousy, Stevie V 
3. I Wanna Get With You, Guy 
4. Gonna Make You Sweat, C&C Music 
Factory 
5. Crash, TKA 
Freestyle 
. Together Forever, Lisette Melendez 
. The Question, Concept Of One 
. Number One, Bridgette 
. Come To Me, Cee J. Rome 
- How Could You Have The Heart, Girls 
Club 
Altemative 
l. Break Free, Boris Mikulic 
2. Get Down Make Love, Nine Inch Nails 
3. Get Higher, Moontlowers 
4. Sadness, Enigma 


ak One 


Two NECC 
students win 
acting awards 


Read about itin the 


next issue of the 
NECC Oldserver 


By BILL BURKE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


then don’t buy The Soul Cages by Sting. 


an introspective work that gives us an insight 
into both Sting’s working class background 
and the death of his father 

The opening track, Island of Souls, is a 
life for his hard-working father. The eerie 
sound of Northumbrian pipes underscore his 
belated plea. 


genre. He displays a dark perspective of these 
emotions in Mad About You, a sort of Every 
Breath You Take revisited. 

The superlative musicianship present on 
his previous solo efforts is equally as impres 


By BILL BURKE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The youthful rebelliousness that gave birth to 
rock and roll is alive and well in Anthrax. 

If the anarchistic fury of driving heavy 
metal played at the speed of light appeals to 
you, the Worcester Centrum was the place to 
be recently, when Anthrax tore through a 
scorching 45-minute set, conjuring a furiously 
chaotic performance not seen since the days 
of the Sex Pistols. 

The crowd: From the opening, 7ime, until 
the final encore of I am the Law, the enthu 
siastic crowd was on its feet, fists pumping, 
screaming itself hoarse. 

he older and more well-known anthems 
drew the most response, comprising the bulk 
ofthe night's set. Antisocial, Caught in a Mosh, 


does it right 


The past lives in new album 


If you enjoy mind-numbing, pre-programmed 
drumbeats or incessantly moronic lyrics like 
“Chain ya to my Harley cuz I love ya baby,” 


A musical masterpiece, The Soul Cages is 


haunting piece about Sting’s wish for a better 


Sting has a firm grasp of the obsessed lover 
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sive this time out. Most notably, keyboard 
player Kenny Kirkland and sax master Branford 
Marsalis, these two are the only remaining 
members of the Dream of the Blue Turtles 
lineup. Manu Katche is unusually expressive 
on the drums and Sting adds his brand of 
alternative bass lines to round out the air 
tight rhythm section 

There are, however, two disappointments 
on this album. The first is Saint Agnes and the 
Burning Train. A quirky instrumental, it seems 
an unnecessary diversion from an otherwise 
strong musical selection 

lhe other is that saxophonist extrordinaire 
Branford Marsalis’ genius is sadly under 
represented 

Other than these two minor problems, 
Sting’s new album will most definitely please 
those who appreciate great music 


Anthrax delights 
many in Worcester 


Observer Review 


Indians, and I am the Man, were among the 
standouts. 


The middle of the concert was punctuated 
with a twisted, yet patriotic, display with 
some pointed remarks directed toward 
Saddam Hussein 

The one surprise of the night came as 
Anthrax launched into a thundering version 
of The Who’s classic, Wont Get Fooled Again, 
which threatened to tear the roof off of the 


place. 


Skepticism: As one who tends to doubt 
the dubious merits of the speed metal genre, 
this reviewer can testify to the fact that Anthrax 
converted more than one skeptic that night 


yy Catholic Charities 


~~ VERREEG 
980 WCAP., PRESENT: 
Up with People. 


oe 


GY 


THE INTERNATIONAL CAST — ON WORLD TOUR 


2PM MATINEE = Ticket: SIZ S10) SB br semees anc suceres 
2 PM. EVEENG PERFORMANCE 


saat 


COME ALIVE ON STAGE 
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new da wehee ware 


By NORMAN LETOURNEAU JR 
Observer Staff Reporter 


“Space the final frontier...” These famous 
words were first heard by television viewers 
Sept. 8, 1966. Every week loyal followers of 
Star Trek heard Captain James T. Kirk of the 
USS Enterprise (portrayed by William Shatner) 
say these words. 

Star Trek was the creation of Gene 
Roddenberry who wanted to restyle a formula 
popular during the 1960s, the western. Star 
Trek, however, was completely different in 
the fact that the cast had multi-ethnic diversity. 

The Enterprise crew was a member of 
Starfleet, an organization founded to explore 
the galaxy and make peaceful contact with 
other life forms. Accompanying Capt. Kirk 


Missionaries give converts quart of 


Origins of junk food: 

Animal Cookies, England, 1890s 

Animal cookies originally came in the 
shapes of bisons, camels, cougars, elephants, 
giraffes, gorillas, hippos, hyenas, kangaroos, 
lions, monkeys, rhinos, seals, sheep, tigers, 
zebras and bears. 

The sandwich, England, 1760 

The sandwich originated when John 
Montague, Earl of Sandwich, an obsessive 
gambler refused to leave the gambling table 
for meals and ordered sliced meats and cheeses 
served between slices of bread because it 
allowed him to eat with one hand and gamble 
with the other. 

Cracker Jacks, Chicago, 1893 

The “Jack” in Cracker Jack was the 
grandson of inventor FW Ruelkheim who 
died at the age of eight from pneumonia. 

Every ounce of Cracker Jacks contains 
exactly 9 peanuts. 

Hot Dogs, Babylonia, 1500 B.C. 

The early Catholic Church considered 
eating this sausage a sin because it was used in 
the Roman pagan festival Lupercalia for sexual 
initiation rites. 

Pretzels, Northern Italy, 610 A.D. 

Amonk shaped the pretzel after the folded 
arms of children in prayer. 


Storyteller to 


By ANNEMARIE L. O’REGAN 
Ad Manager 


For story teller Judith Black, words mean a 
great deal. According to manager Deborah 
Kahn, Black’s stories appeal to children and 
contemporary adults. 

“She does a lot of family-oriented stories,” 
Kahn said. 

Aresident of Marblehead, Black graduated 
from Wheelock College in 1973 and taught 
preschool for three years before moving to 
London. There she studied at the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art and later toured 
with the Little Flag Theater Company for two 
years. 

She then started working as a story teller 
for children and has made a living at it for the 


C. Evans photo 
ESL STUDENTS get ready for an international festival scheduled for April 22 in 
the Bentley Library. 


‘Star Trek’ gets ready 25th anniversary 


erates * — a 

Trekkie Preview 
was the logical Vulcan Mr. Spock (Leonard 
Nimoy) and Medical Officer Dr Leonard 
“Bones” McCoy (DeForrest Kelly). Spock 
and McCoy constantly argued solutions when 
their captain was faced with a difficult situa- 
tion. 

In the end, they always found solved 
problems within the boundries of the Prime 
Directive, a law that states no Starfleet officer 
may interfere in the development of any life 
form. 

Special guest: On Feb. 16 at the Hynes 
Convention Center in Boston, William 
Shatner will appear as special guest at the Star 
Trek convention saluting the 25th year of its 


Popcorn, Americas, 3000 B.C. 

Columbus and his men purchased popcorn 
necklaces from natives in the West Indies. 
Today, the average American consumes almost 
two pounds of popcorn a year. 

Peanuts, United States, 1800s 

American missionaries traveling in China 
in 1889 gave each citizen who would submit 
toa Christian baptism a free quart of peanuts. 

Source: Extraordinary Origins of Everyday 
Thing by Charles Panati.1987. 

All time top 10 video rentals: 

as determined by total video rentals 
SBT 1982 
. Star Wars, 1977 
. Return of the Jedi, 1983 
. The Empire Strikes Back, 1980 
. Ghostbusters, 1984 
. Jaws, 1975 
. Raiders of the Lost Ark, 1981 
. Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom 
. Beverly Hills Cop, 1984 
10. Back to the Future, 1985 
Original names of celebrities: 

Tina Turner: Annie May Bullock 
Boy George: George Alan O’Dowd 
George Burns: Nathan Birnbaum 
Pee Wee Herman: Paul Rubenfeld 
Joan Rivers: Joan Sandra Molinsky 


appear soon 


last 15 years. 

“Tt struck me as a powerful form of 
communication,” Black said. “You get to 
take ideas and share them with others in a 
non-threatening way.” 

Black is one of the board members of the 
Three Apple Story Telling Festival in Harvard 
and one of the founding members of Story 
Tellers in Concert formed in 1981. 

Her works include Bread and Roses, Mary 
Jane Abbot,andher most recent story Teetering 
on the Edge , which will be performed Feb.16 
at the First Universalist Church in Salem. 

As for her future plans, Black is currently 
working on a new story on parenthood titled 
Adult Children of Parenting. 

For reservations and information, call (617) 
631-4417. 


SONA MSWNre 


International 
festival to run 


Staff looks for talented students 


BY AMY BOARDMAN 
Observer Arts @ Entertainment Editor 


A search is on for students to audition for the 
International Festival for the Performing Arts 
planned for April 22 in the Bentley Library 
Conference Center from 11la.m.-1p.m. 

Students are invited to showcase their 
talents through stand-up comedy, singing 
and dancing. 

Judit Price, staff assistant at the Assessment 
Center, said the festival’s purpose is to put 
together a “performance done by English as 
Second Language students.” Any student 
from the Lawrence or Haverhill campus may 


beginning. Since its final episode in 1969, 
many things have evolved out of the show, 
including countless collectors items, five major 
motion pictures and a new television series set 
almost a century after the original. 

When Roddenberry created the new series 
Star Trek/The Next Generation, fans had 
feelings of blasphemy. The Next Generation 
has gained acceptance, and now in its fourth 
season it has surpassed the original serie’s 79 
episodes. 

Through the years it has been a difficult 
struggle for the supporting cast who after 
three seasons were typecast because of the 
success of the series. George Takei played 
Helmsman Sulu, James Doohan Chief 
Engineer Scott and Nichelle Nichols played 
Communications Officer Uhura. All have 


a s . 
Trivia ‘lime 

Worst earthquakes in history: 

May 5,526 A.D: Antioch, Syria, 250,000 
died 

Jan. 24, 1556: Shaanxi, China, 830,000 
died 

Oct. 11, 1737: Calcutta, India, 300,000 
died 

May 22, 1927: Nan-Shan, China, 200,000 
died, 8.3 on the Richter scale 

July 28, 1976: Tangshan, China, 242,000 
died, 8.2 on the Richter scale 

Most populated U.S. cities in 1990: 

1. New York City, N.Y: 7,262,700 
. Los Angeles, Calif: 3,259,340 
. Chicago, Ill: 3,009,530 

4. Houston, Tex: 1,728,910 

5. Philadelphia, Pa: 1,642,900 

*19. Boston, Mass: 573,600 

Miles Per Gallon of cars in 1990 

Ferrari Testarossa: 10 city mph, 15 highway 
mpg 


wh 


participate. 

“Tt is an international festival. All 
nationalities are welcome,” Price said. 

Classes will not be held during the festival, 
and transportation will be provided from 
Lawrence to Haverhill. 

Food will also be available. A small entrance 
fee may be charged to cover the cost of the 
food and festivities. 


For further information, contact Price in 
Haverhill at 374-5808, or Lawrence at 975- 
1440. If Price can’t be reached, contact Frank 
DeSarro ext. 975-1440, Steve Michaud ext. 
3731 or Barbara Rozman ext. 3849. 


had difficulty in getting other acting jobs. 

Things have gone well for William Shatner 
who played a police officer in the series TJ 
Hookerand also directed Star Trek V. Shatner 
also runs a horse farm. Leonard Nimoy has 
hosted a series called In Search Of . He also 
worked on the original Misston: Impossible 
and is now an acclaimed film director. 

As the Star Trek convention voyages across 
the country, members of The Next Genera- 
tion will help in the celebration. 


Whether your’re a die hard fan of the 
original or the new series, one thing is clear: 
Gene Roddenberry and all those involved in 
the Star Trek universe created a message that 
if people work together, anything is possible 
for the human race in the future. 


peanuts... 


Lamborghini Countach: 6 city mpg, 10 
highway mpg 

Rolls Royce Bentley Continental: 10 city 
mpg, 13 highway mpg 

BMW 5351: 15 city mpg, 23 highway 
mpg ‘ 

Geo Metro XFI: 53 city mpg, 58 highway 
mpg 

Motor Vehicle traffic Accident Deaths 
1988 

Alaska: 97 

California: 5351 

Massachusetts: 731 

Florida: 3092 

New Hampshire: 163 

Marriages vs. Divorces 1988: 


Marriages Divorces 
Massachusetts: 49,981 17,244 
New Hampshire: 11,270 4,755 
New York: 165,421 64,571 
California: 229,983 136,076 
Hawaii: 17, 401 5,076 


Compiled by Andrew Laderoute and 
Deborah O’ Neil, News Editors 


Social Club 
Meetings 


Mondays 11 - 12 
Room C-113 


Please join us! 
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State to cut higher ed. more 


(continued from page one) institutions.” 

He worries the move will hurt minorities and working class 
people, however. 

“It’s going to bear hardest on people who don’t have cars, 
or the money to go to a dormitory college... You know that 
Hispanics and blacks in Massachusettes make up the bulk of 
the minority population and are more likely to be poor,” he 
said. 

Weld also plans to enforce an administration to staff ratio. 
Because NECC has one of the lowest ratios in the system, it 
won’t be affected by this plan, Dimitry said. 

Financial consequences: Previous budget cuts have pre- 
vented the college from replacing a full-time faculty member 
in three years. Others have been encouraged to retire, and 
some have died. 

“The Grim Reaper- it’s amazing. Some of our people are 
dying. The fact is old age is slowly encouraging the reduction 
of staff,” he said. 

Weld has also proposed the elimination of 1,000 out of 
12,000 full-timers in higher education for fiscal year 1992. 
Dimitry said it may be based on performance and equity . 

“T am looking forward confidently to a budget that is 
performance-based. Instead of this crazy idea that you roll 
everything over year after year except when you’re in hard 
times you slash the heck out out everybody uniformly.” 

Future plans: NECC could end up with more employees, 
he said. The college plans to sue if necessary to make sure the 
budget is at least equity-based. Currently, politics plays a 
major role in the funding of community colleges. Some 
campuses have powerful lobbyists which ensure them more 
money, Dimitry said. 

“We’re going to do what Americans traditionally do when 
they’ve lost their cool; they get a lawyer and sue somebody. 
The commonwealth has got to treat its children equally.” 

Weld has also pared down the education structure on a 
higher level. The Board of Education and The Board of 
Regents will be consolidated into one cabinet level Education 
Secretary. 

Efficient cuts: Richard Bromery, interim chancellor of the 
Board of Regents, has offered to take the job, but no-one has 
been named to the post yet. The Education Secretary would 
have authority over kindergarten through graduate school. 

Weld hopes the consolidated position will save the state 


money by operating more efficiently, Dimitry said. 

He also said, “The danger of centralization of power is 
always who shall be the czar, who shall be king, who shall be 
counter czar?” 

Weld also plans to issue a mandatory ten day furlough for 
all state employees for fiscal year 1991. 

Economic suggestions: Dimitry said this is unlikely to 
become reality because it is illegal. It is not in union contracts. 

“T can’timagine, the man’s a lawyer. You can’t...a contract 
hasa force of law; itis the law. A contract willingly entered into 
by the union and the commonwealth of Massachusetts has the 
force of law.” 

Dimitry will write to Weld and suggest that Massachusettes 
adopt a similar plan to that of New York where state employees 
take a five day furlough without pay When they retire or leave 
state service, they are paid at their current rate for each 
accumulated furlough day. 

Financial changes: Weld’s plan also includes a fiscal 
platform. Colleges operating above the set figure will be cut. 

NECC is relatively low cost, and may receive money 
because its budget falls below the platform, Dimitry said. 

For fiscal year 1992, tuition may be increased by 35 
percent raising it from $960.to $1400. 

State financial aid grants will be converted into loans. 
Some students receive a combination of federal and state 
funds which aren’t paid back. Under the new structure, only 
federal money will be debt free. 

Minority losses: Students not trained for high paying jobs 
will bear the brunt of the this, Dimitry said. 

“T think there’s a social class factor at work, because its 
more likely that middle class students will go into debt to get 
themselves educated or their parents will, than what I call 
working class students. 


“They’re often living hand to mouth, pay check to pay 
check- if they have a job. Many of our students are heads of 
families. They’ve got children to feed, mortgages to pay, the 
last thing they want is another debt,” he’ said. 

Although Weld’s proposals must survive the legislature, 
the governor has the power to veto their recommendations 
line by line. 

“A Massachusetts.governor gets what he wants,” Dimitry 
said. 


Music act comes 
to Valley 
File photo 


UP WITH PEOPLE will appear at the Lowell 
Memorial Auditorium on Feb. 23. 


Attention Art Students: 


You are invited to submit art work completed as course work 
during the 1990-91 school year to the Student Art Exhibit, a 
juried show for the students of Northern Essex Community 
College. 


You may submit a total of three works in the categories of 
illustration, graphic design, photography, mixed media, 
painting, drawing or computer art. All works must be matted, 
ened or framed suitable for exhibit display. Prizes will be 
awarded. 


Art work should be brought to the Bentley Library Conference 
Area on Wednesday, February 20th between the hours of 10 
am and 7 pm. An entry form must be filled out and left with 
the artwork. Any student who left work with an art faculty 
eat oid for the student art show must contact the art faculty 
member. 


The Art Exhibit will run from Monday, March 4th to Thursday, 
March 28th. The Artists' Reception will be held Sunday, 
March 10th, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 


Watch TV 


: in the 
|; Student Center Theater 
: (below the Cafe) 


Office for Students 
with Disabilities 


We are looking to hire some students as NOTETAKER for 


some of the OSD students. 


WE PAY $4.75 - $5.25 AN HOUR. 


We hire Notetakers to work within their classes and we also hire 
Notetakers to work during their unscheduled time if they are 
interested. 

This means you can earn money during your class !! 
Or if you prefer you may work during your unscheduled time. 


SEE LINDA COMEAU - 
OFFICE F-133 Student Ctr. or 
call 374 - 3654 for more 
information 


APPLY TODAY 
WHILE WE HAVE 
OPENINGS. 


Planning to Graduate 
This June?? 


"Petition to Graduate" forms 
available now in the 
Registrar's Office, 


Room B-216. 
They must be returned 


with the fee by 


Fee: $25 


($10 - Late Fee) 


Wednesday, February 13, 1991 
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intramural 


program 


gets underway soon 
Vartety of activities offered for NECC students 


By ARTHUR MURPHY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


NECC’s Athletic Department offers students 
awide variety of intramural activities, including 
a toboggan race, tennis and par 3 golf 
tournaments. 

“Intramurals gets people involved and 
creates an outlet (for students) between 
classes,” said Donna Johnson, athletic 
intramural recreation technician. 

Activities available this semester include 
fitness challenges, team sports and competitive 
tournaments. 

Sox game: Two trips are also planned: 
April 14 Boston Red Sox game anda May 18 
deep-sea fishing trip. Both trips are weekend- 
day events and there is a small fee. 

The health and fitness challenge program 
is a full semester activity that helps students 
get physically fit. 

Using the fitness center’s exercise 
machines, students work out for a minimum 


inant replay 


By NORMAN LETOURNEAU JR. 
Observer Staff Reporter 


When people get together to watch a sports 
event, they hope the game will be officiated 
properly. This is clearly impossible without 
the use of instant replay. 

Over the last decade, fans, players and 
coaches have argued for its use. 

Questionable plays: Football works best 
with the replay because of the structure of the 
game, and the NFL has worked out a 
satisfactory plan for its use. The head coach 
can call for a replay if the call is questionable. 
* For example, if Team A has possession of 
the ball and is going for a touchdown when 
the penalty flag is thrown, the officials call a 


of 30 minutes a session. At the end of the 
work out, they pick a letter. The first 25 
people who workout and spell “Get Physically 
Fit” will receive an NECC health and fitness 
travel bag. 

Indoor soccer, men’s 3-on-3 basketball, 
volleyball, ping pong, pool and air hockey 
intramural team sports are also planned for 
spring. 

“Intramural team sports are good for 
students who want to participate in a 
competitive sport without sacrificing a few 
months on a collegiate level,” Johnson said. 

Tournaments too: All events are 
competitive and the winners receive trophies. 

Scott Bordeleau, athletic intramural 
recreation technician, said, “Tournament 
turnouts vary with each semester; all tourna- 
ments are a success whether or not there’s a 
big turnout.” 

Activities are posted in the gym and campus 
building bulletin board. The spring intramural 
calender follows at right. 


INTRAMURAL CALENDAR Spring 1991 (partial) 


Activity Meeting Date Being Held 
(11 am - 1 pm in gym, 2 

unless otherwise noted ) 

Sign Up In Gym 

Health & Fitness Jan. 21 Jan. 22 thru 
Challenge Program (semester activity) May 20 
Toboggan Race Feb. 11 Feb. 18 
Indoor Soccer TBA* TBA* 

Ping Pong March 4 
Tournament 

Pool Tournament March 25 
Air Hockey April 1 
Red Sox Game (seats limited) Apnil 14 
($7 fee includes bus ride & ticket) Sunday 
Par 3 Golf Tournament April 8 April 22 
Volleyball April 22 April 29 


NECC sports history 


By JAMIE ATKINSON 
Sports Editor 


This month in NECC sports history. 
Ten years ago: Beal nets 28 in win. 
Alyce Beal scored 28 points in leading 

the Lady Knights to a 50-47 win over 

Middlesex Community College. 


Five years ago: Jennifer rejects 10. 

Dave Jennifer blocked 10 shots in a92- 
84 victory over Mass. College of Pharmacy. 

Three years ago: McCarthy scores 10 
in loss. 

The Lady Knights Maureen McCarthy 
scored 10 points in a loss to Roxbury 
Community College. 


needed, especially in playoff games 


Observer Column 


replay time-out. 

After viewing the play, the officials reverse 
the penalty and that team gains five yards. If 
the coach lost the replay call, Team A would 
have lost five yards. 

A few years back, two incidents refueled 
the instant replay debate. The first took place 
during an NHL playoff series between the 
Boston Bruins and the Quebec Nordiques. In 
a scrappy series that came to a seventh and 
deciding game, Bruins captain Terry O’Reily 
belted referee Andy Van Helmond. 

Officiating questioned: Van Helmond 
officiated three games of the series with very 


few Quebec players seeing penalty box time. 
For the Bruins, it seemed as though they were 
always short-handed. O’Reily was repri- 
manded for his actions and Van Helmond 
improved as a referee. 

In baseball, an incident during the 1985 
World Series brought the need for instant 
replay to this sport. In what should have been 
the deciding game, the St Louis Cardinals 
were leading the Kansas City Royals in the 
series three games to one. 

In the ninth inning, with one base runner 
on and two out, Cardinal short stop Ozzie 
Smith fielded a ground ball and threw out the 
runner with more than enough time. The first 
base umpire called the runner safe. The Royals 
came back to win Game 5 and the remainder 


of the World Series. The umpire blew the call 
and a replay would have corrected it. 

Replay for playoffs: Many other ex- 
amples show the need for instant replay. The 
prime reasons should be the competition 
itself. In a playoff situation, the instant replay 
should be used. 

Most sports use three officials and an 
alternate for emergencies. Perhaps in the 
future, the alternate official should monitor 
the game using the replay to overrule the field 
official if a controversial penalty is called. 

Athletic equipment is constantly 
improving, and officials should have access to 
equipment to help them perform their jobs as 
well. The time to make the instant replay a 
permanent part of all sports is long overdue. 


Sneakers remain very popular even in toughest of times 


By ROB FAY 
Staff Reporter 


When most businesses are reporting major 
losses, one industry is still going strong. 

The athletic shoe business has boomed 
over the last 20 years. Times have changed 
and sneakers have, also. From the Converse 
All-star to the Tennis Pump, many 
technological advances are evident. 

Consumers must pay the price for the 

advances in technology. No one can buy a 
decent pair of shoes for less than $65. There 
are a number of reasons behind the high 
prices. For example, it costs Reebok $20 just 
to manufacture the tongue in the Pump 
sneaker, 

Endorsing: The endorsement of the 


products by star athletes such as Michael 
Jordan earn milliones each year. In fact, Jor- 
dan receivesa higher salary from Nike than he 
does from the Chicago Bulls. 
“Endorsements definitely affect sales,” 
Footlocker manager Glen Wosky said. 

“The shoes are quality shoes, but they 
wouldn’t sell as well without endorsements,” 
Athletes Foot assistant manager Kris Boutin 
said. 

Aside from the gimmicks and 
endorsements, there are other reasons for a 
shoe’s success. 

“There are some sneakers that are popular 
just because that particular style is in,” Boutin 
said. 

The Adidas Gazelles are a good example. 
Its name derives from the gazelle skin it was 


Office for Students 
with Disabilities 


We are looking to hire some students as NOTETAKER for 


some of the OSD students. 


WE PAY $4.75 - $5.25 AN HOUR. 


We hire Notetakers to work within their classes and we also hire 
Notetakers to work during their unscheduled time if they are 


interested. 


This means you can earn money during your class !! 
Or if you prefer you may work during your unscheduled time. 


APPLY TODAY 
WHILE WE HAVE 
OPENINGS. 


SEE LINDA COMEAU - 
OFFICE F-133 Student Ctr. or 
call 374 - 3654 for more 
information 


made from (which was outlawed). It is now 
made out of suede and comes ina wide variety 
of colors. 
Salesman Dave Mendes said, “Nobody 
famous wears them. They’re just popular.” 
Industry winners: The athletic shoe in- 
dustry crown has changed hands over the 
years. Nike soared above its competition a few 
years ago. Then Reebok came out with the 
Pump. Adidas also made a comeback with 
ethnic sales and help from the televising of the 
World Cup tournament. L.A. Gear has made 
giants steps, as has Asics and British Knights. 
Wosky said, “It’s better that people have a 
wider selection. The more of a choice they 
have, the better the chance they’ll buy.” 
The athletic shoe industry has always been 
a steady one. In the Great Depression it was 


Many brand names 


Wosky said, “It’s better that 
people have a wider selection. 
The more of a choice they have, 
the better the chance they'll 
buy.” 


one of two industries that did not go under. 
The other was cosmetics. Today the sneaker 
companies show know signs of slowing down. 


This June?? 


available now in the 
Registrar's Office, 
Room B-216. 


Planning to Graduate 
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Player excels in defensive role 


By CHRIS KUCHAR 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Teams in the National Junior College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) have been keeping an eye on a Lady Knights’ player. 
Five foot ten inch Sherry Bannon, an early childhood 
education major, is considered one of the best all-around 
players on the NECC women’s basketball team this year. 

“She’s so intense on the court all the time,” said Lady 
Knights’ coach Mike Thistle. “She’s just one of those people 
you love to be around.” 

During a recent game against Quinsigamond Community 
College, Bannon’s aggressive defensive play forced seven 
turnovers in a three minute span. 

The Lady Knights converted the miscues into points, 
taking the lead in the game and never looking back on their 
way to a 67-50 win. 

Defensive success: In that game, Bannon had the diffi- 
cult task of guarding Quinsigamond’s best player, Amy Becker, 
who averages 22 points, eight rebounds and seven assists per 
game. On that night, Bannon’s tenacious defense held Becker 
to 15 points, four rebounds and three assists. 

Quinsigamond head coach Len Smith said, “I think that 
Bannon girl is a fine player. She definitely has an awful lot of 
strengths.” 

Bannon loves to play defense. She has an attitude “anything 
it takes to win” and “anything for the team.” Bannon pours 
her heart out in a game and still has time for a laugh during a 
timeout. She attributes her intense work ethic to her high 
school days. 

“I’ve been playing defense for so many years,” she said. 
"My high school coach pushed that so much. I’m just use to 
playing as hard as I can on defense, but I like to shoot the ball 
from the outside, too. Sometimes I’m on, sometimes I’m off, 
but everyone has those days.” 

Strong background: She is a graduate of Methuen high 
school, where the Rangers hoop team is one of the best in the 
rugged Merrimack Valley Conference. 

Bannon seems to have an effect on everyone she meets. 


Bannon plays with intensity 
even on off days 


“Pve been playing defense for so many 
years," she said. "My high school coach 
pushed that so much. I’m just use to 
playing as hard as I can on defense, but I 
like to shoot the ball from the outside, too. 
Sometimes I’m on, sometimes I'm off, 
but everyone has those days.” 


Thistle said, “That’s the funny thing about Sherry; she’s 
the most intense player on the basketball court. Then off the 
court, I’ve never seen her in a bad mood, which is great.” 

As one of the co-captains, Bannon is under pressure to 
perform, but she takes it in stride. 

“Heather (Preston) and | are captains and the other players 
do come to us. I don’t mind, though, I’m always there when 
they need me on or off the court,” Bannon said. 

Although defense seems to be her forte, Bannon’s offensive 
prowess may be just around the corner. 

“Offensively, she has all the tools to be a scoring machine. 
All she needs to do is put those skills together,” Thistle said. 

Winning attitude: Bannon knows the team is looking up 
to her to perform every time. She is up to the challenge with 
her winning attitude. 

Asked about what we can look for from the team the rest 
of the season, Bannon said, “We’re going to kick some butt!” 


Cc. Evans photo 
SHERRY BANNON tries to complete lay-up in a game 
versus Massasoit. 


Practice makes perfect for this NECC freshman 


By BILL BLAISDELL 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Basketball players are usually tall, but Kim 
Knapp doesn’t believe that fora minute. The 
twenty-year old, freshman is the shortest player 
on the NECC women’s basketball team 

Knapp, an interpreting training major, 
plays a key role for the Lady Knights. She sets 
up the plays and runs the offense. Despite her 
job as point guard, Knapp feels she plays 
better defense. 

Asked about her strengths and weaknesses, 


By CHRIS KUCHAR 
Observer Staff Reporter 


When the basketball season began a few 
monthsago, women’s head coach Mike Thistle 
knew little about the program. Now he knows 
a lot more. 

To this point in the season, the team has 
six wins and six losses. With nine games 
remaining , the Lady Knights have gained 


she said, “My 
strength is that 
I’m always 
trying, while my 
weakness is that I 
don’t like to 
shoot.” 

Knapp has 
played basketball 
since the seventh 
grade, but isn’t 
sure if shell 
continue playing 


C. Evans photo 
KIM KNAPP. 


Women’s coach pleased with progress thus season 


at a four-year 


respect throughout the league with their ag- 
gressive play. 

As with any team with a new coach, it 
usually takes some time to build a system the 
players are comfortable with. It takes time for 
a team to make a name for itself. The season 
so far has been up and down, but, Thistle sees 
improvement with each game. 

“Things will change for us,” Thistle said. 
“We will get better as time goes on. We 


= 


NECC Music Club & Choral 


Invites you to sing with the NECC Chorus or play your 
musical instrument with the NECC Performance Ensemble 
as a member of one of the Clubs. 


12 - 2PM 


Sing on Tuesday or Thursday, play on Thursday. 


Lecture Hall A 


No need to register. Its free!. Just show up. 
UPCOMING: General Meeting, Monday February 25th 
Lecture Hall A, in the classroom building. 


Call Mr.Finegold, at 374- 5852 for any additional 
information. 


college.She practices for at least two hours a 
day with the Lady Knights, who currently 
hold a 7-6 rebound 

Honors earned: Knapp considers playing 
four years of high school varsity basketball, 
and receiving the Most Improved Player 
Award, the Coaches Award, and the Athletic 
Directors Award her biggest sports 
accomplishments. 

“Losing is my _ biggest sports 
disappointment. I hate to lose,” Knapp said. 

Her hobbies include playing softball and 
basketball. Knapp’s basketball idol is Boston 
Celtic Larry Bird. 


Cc. Evans photo 


JULIE FREEMAN, right. 


haven’t lost two games in a row since the 
beginning of the season. I’m not too worried 
at this point. We bounce back well, and never 


give up. I’ve seen a tremendous amount of 


improvement.” 

Tough schedule: The Lady Knights have 
played a tough schedule this season, Thistle 
said. Except for a few losses, the team has put 
out “gutsy” efforts every game. All the schools 
have played the Knights at least once this year, 
and they know they have to be prepared to 
play. 

“Everybody knows who we are,” Thistle 
said. “Every team knows about Heather 
(Preston) and Julie (Freeman, 15 points, six 
rebounds). There aren’t any secrets now, no 
sneak attacks. So now, all it comes down to is 
coaching and execution.” 

Preston is the driving force behind the 
Knights this season. The impressive six foot 


Knapp andall the other Lady Knights have 
one superstition in common, They always 
make sure the team mascots, two little fuzzy 
trolls, Pinky and Dinky, are on the bench for 
every game. 


Donna Johnson, game room supervisor, 
said, “Kim shows leadership, a positive 
attitude, and she never gives up. Kim always 
give her all no matter what the score, in either 
teams favor.” 

Teammate, Heather Preston said, “Kim’s 
very supportive, has a great attitude, and we 
know she’s always going to give us her best.” 


freshman is a key link in the team’s attack. 
One of the dominant players in the league, 
she averages 13 points and 8 rebounds a 
game. She has the ability to use her size inside 
and take it outside with her long-range bombs. 

All-star: Co-captains Preston, and Bannon, 
lead this determined close-knit squad. 

“This team has been so positive this sea- 
son,” Thistle said. “God forbid any team 
takes us lightly because these girls are so 
intense and together as a group. I’ve never 
seen a team as close as this one. It almost hurts 
them while they’re on the court. They’re so 
unselfish with each other when they need to 
be individuals, they’re not. Sometimes that’s 
frustrating as a coach.” It takes a new coacha 
while to evaluate his players. 

“I’m getting better at noticing that people 
can do more things than I thought. Now I’m 
letting them do it,” Thistle said. 

Back in November, guard Kim Knapp was 
as new as they come in college basketball. As 
the season has progressed, she has played like 
a poised veteran. 

Key players: “If you would have told me 
or any of my players in the beginning of the 
season that she was going to run the point and 
we were still going to be effective, they 
would’ve said ‘no way,’ Thistle said. “She’s 
the key right now. Kim has improved more in 
confidence level and ability than anyone. 
That’s important to us now. She’s taking 
control on the court, which I never expected, 
and it’s great. 


“I’m so pleased with this team,” he said. 
"No one thought we were going to be as 
good as we arc, especially under the circum- 
stances in which I came in.” 
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WAR puts sports in perspective 


By JAMIE ATKINSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


Sports offer a break from everyday life and should be taken for 
just that—a diversion. 

As the American public watches sports with great intensity, 
it pales in comparison to war. 


In the past few weeks, Americans have been reminded of 


the importance of sports without forgetting that they are just 
games. 

The war in the Gulfhas made athletes, as well as journalists, 
put sports into perspective. National Football League teams, 
for instance, placed U.S. flags on their helmets to remind 


The American people have been awakened to the fact that 
it is more important for a patriot missile to shoot down an 
Iraqi scud missile, than it is for the New England Patriots to 
draft a rocket (Rocket Ismail, star running back of Notre 
Dame). 

The troops in the Gulf also realize the importance of 
sports. In order to get their mind off of the war, they have been 
able to get in a game of football every now and then. 

This country has come to realize that although they are 
greatathletes, the Gretzky’s, Clemen’s, Bird’s and Montanna’s 
are not like the heroes serving in the army, navy, air force, and 
marines. Americans really do have sports in perspective. 


them of the troops overseas. 


Celtics pride: The Celtics sang the national anthem as it 
played prior toa Celtics basketball game a few weeks ago. This 
is not a common occurrence before every game. 

Wayne Gretzky, the National Hockey League’s all-time 
leading scorer, who has a cousin stationed in the Gulf, didn’t 
think the all-star game should be played. Gretzky said that his 


heart wasn’t in it. 


The fans of professional and college sports alike have also 
shown tremendous support for the Allied Forces. 


During the NFL’s conference playofts in Buffalo and San 


Francisco, many people proudly waved the American flag in 


a patriotic gesture. 
“The GI’s are the real heroes,” 
NHL’s all-star game in Chicago. 


> 


Nation’s patriotism: The chant “USA !! USA!!” is be- 
coming more prevalent during all kinds of sporting events 
( 


a sign read during the 


around the country. 

Rarely in sports do fans of both sides join together and root 
for acommon team. This has happened with the U.S. troops 
in the Persian Gulf. From Boston to Los Angeles and Florida 
to Maine, people have turned from Celtic and Laker fans to 
fans of the Allied Forces. 


Same goal 


“Rarely in sports do fans of both sides 
join together and root for a common 
team. This has happened with the U.S. 
troops in the Persian Gulf. From Boston 


to Los Angeles and Florida to Maine, 


people have turned from Celtic and 
Laker fans to fans of the Allied Forces.” 


Both sports, war share similar terminology 


By JAMIE ATKINSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


The night the war in the Middle East broke 
out, 82 percent of the 93 million households 
in the United States with television sets tuned 
in to watch the President’s address to the 
American people. 

In fact, more people watched the president 
that uncertain January night than any major 
sports event in history. 

In a time when sports has been bad- 
mouthed as being carried too far or ranked 
even more important than good grades, it is 


refreshing to know that sports fans understood 
the importance of the Gulf Crisis. Fans put 
aside sports long enough to care what was 
going on in the world. 
lronic goals: Although the differences 

between warand sports are obvious, ironically, 
the goal of both activities remains the same— 
to win. 

Thus, a number of the same terms have 
been incorporated into war and sports. 

Below are a few samples of how two 
completely different events have utilized the 
same words for their own purposes. 

In war, an explosive weapon detonated by 


impact is a bomb, while in football it is a long 
completed pass. The side that attacks the 
other in war is the offense; while at the same 
time, those who are being attacked are the 
defense. In sports, those with the ball are the 
offense and those attempting to block their 
opponent from scoring are the defense. 
Combat zone: In war, a long, narrow, 
crooked ditch embanked with its own soil is 
a trench except in football where it is an area 
the offense and defense meet to do battle. 
To land or make contact with a landing 
service as a jet does is a touchdown, while in 
sports a touchdown is the act of scoring and 


much celebration. A device propelled by 
ejection of matter is a rocket, unless itis Notre 
Dame football star Rocket Ismail. 

A military aircraft pilot who has destroyed 
five or more enemy aircraft is called an ace 
unless he happens to be playing golf where he 
would be under par with a hole-in-one. 

To strike out at an enemy is a bloody affair 
in which more is hurt than an unfortunate 
batter’s feelings. A center of organization, 
supply and command is usually located at a 
military base unless you are standing in any 
one of the four corners of a baseball diamond 
marked by a bag or plate. 


Knights play unevenly 
but manage to compete 


By JON MORRIS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Wins have been tough to come by this semester 
for the NECC men’s basketball team. The 
Knights have one win, recently coming on a 
forfeit by Newbury College. Over that span, 
the team has lost six games. 

“We're struggling,” coach Mike Rowinski 
said. “We’re very competitive, but we just 
can’t get over the hump.” 

Against Massasoit, which holds an 18-1 
record as the number two ranked team in the 
nation, the Knights slowed down the pace 


and stayed in the game most of the way. 
Down the stretch, Massasoit pulled away to a 
65-44 win. The loss put the team’s current 
record at 4-11. 

“We were pretty much in the game until 
the end and then they just put us away,” 
Rowinski said. 

Depth problem: Coming into the second 
semester, the team lost a number of players 
including last semester’s two starting guards. 
Rowinski said this has created a lack of depth 
at the guard spot. 

This creates problems in handling the ball 
against the press and in the outside shooting 


Women give CCRI scare 
before losing to #2 team 


By AARON SCHINDLER 
Observer Staff Reporter 


In one of those nights that everyone associated 
with NECC women’s basketball would like 
to forget, The Lady Knights lost 79-52 to a 
tough Community College of Rhode Island 
(CCRI) team, which was riding an eight 
game streak with one of the league’s top 
players in Lynn Johnson. 

The Knights controlled the opening tap 
and took an early 6-4 lead. For the next ten 
minutes it was a game of streaks, with CCRI 
grabbing six point leads and NECC playing 
catch up. 

With 8:19 left in the first half, CCRI 
grabbed a 25 -19 lead and never looked back. 
They exploded with the transition game and 
threw in a tough full court press, causing 
NECC to turn the ball over and miss easy 
shots. When the smoke cleared ,CCRI was on 


a 27 to 6 run to lead 52-27 at the half. 

The second half picked up where the first 
left off, with the powerful play of Johnson (32 
points, 20 rebounds) carrying CCRI on her 
shoulders. 


Unstoppable: “It would cost a $2 cab fare 
to get around her,” said NECC coach Mike 
Thistle. “You can’t stop a player like that." 

Thistle had no trouble finding positives 
after the loss. He noted the return of Sherry 
Bannon (six points) who missed three games 
because of a back injury. Other bright spots 
included Heather Preston (16 points) and 
Julie Freeman (15 points), combining for 
more than half of NECC’s score. 

“The team never gave up,” Thistle said. 
“They worked hard all game and have worked 
hard all year.” 

The loss dropped the Lady Knights to 6 
wins and 6 loses for the year. 


needed to break zone defenses. 

In a 94-80 loss to Hesser College, the 
team was pressed from the outset and fell 
behind by 25 points. The Knights came back, 
but in the final minutes had nothing left to 
give. 

Against Dean Junior College, the Knights 
stayed close throughout, but again faltered 
down the stretch. The final outcome was a 
76-64 win for Dean. 

Rowinski said the lack of depth could be 
seen in both losses because the team had 
nothing left down the stretch. 

New additions: Three new players have 
been added to the team this semester, Chris 
Kuchar, Casey Riddles, and Billy McGurren. 
Rowinski said he is pleased with their 
contributions so far. 

Several other players have been standouts, 
despite the teams problems so far. 


“Ross Cloutier has been stable all year,” 
Rowinski said. 

Tom Livingston, Richard Dube, and Bruce 
Wicks have improved, said to Rowinski. 

“Tom’s really picked up the scoring,” 
Rowinski said. “He’s shot the ball really well. 

“T really wish I had Rich Dube for another 
year. Rich has made some big strides, 
offensively and defensively. 

“Bruce Wicks has also improved 
dramatically,” Rowinski said. 

Positive outlook: With seven games re- 
maining in the regular season, the team still 
hopes to finish well. 

Livingston said, “We should be able to 
win six of our last seven games.” 

Rowinski said, “We’ve got some games 
coming up that we can be competitive in. I 
feel realistically that we have a legitimate shot 
at winning six of those seven.” 


College. 


awarded. 


am and 7 pm. An ent 


member. 


Attention Art Students: 


You are invited to submit art work completed as course work 
during the 1990-91 school year to the Student Art Exhibit, a 
juried show for the students of Northern Essex Community 


You may submit a total of three works in the categories of 
illustration, graphic design, photography, mixed media, 
painting, drawing or computer art. All works must be matted, 
mounted or framed suitable for exhibit display. Prizes will be 


Art work should be brought to the Bentley Libra 
Area on Wednesday, February 20th between the hours of 10 
form must be filled out and left with 
the artwork. Any student who left work with an art faculty 
member for the student art show must contact the art faculty 


The Art Exhibit will run from Monday, March 4th to Thursday, 
March 28th. The Artists' Reception will be held Sunday, 
March 10th, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 


Conference 
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Teachers’ contract stalled 


By HELEN 
UBINAS 
Observer Co-Editor 


The fate of NECC’s 
faculty contract is in 
the hands ofthe Weld 
administration and 
the state legislature. 

Currently, 
NECC’s full-time 
teachers are working 
under their old con- 
tract and part-time 
day 
working with none. 

Full-time teachers 
have worked under 
the terms their old 


teachers are 


contract for over two 
years. 

Uncertain deci- 
sions: Alan Foucault, 
director, media ser- 
vices and representa- 
tive, Massachusetts 
Community College 
Council's (MCCC) 
negotiating team 
said, “They are never 
on time. This is one 
of the longest spans 
we’ve had without a 
contract.” 

Despite negotia- 
tions and consider- 
ations under the Dukakis administration, the 
funding package for the contract was not 
submitted to the legislature at the end of last 
year, 

Governor William Weld has until Feb. 15 
to make a decision whether to fund the 
contract or not. 


"Today, class, we're going to learn the basics of 
good business..." 


After the funding bill is submitted, it is 
subject to additional appropriations by the 
legislature. 

Additional cuts: John Dimitry, NECC 
president said, “The legislature is playing a 


cozy game in that they are not funding any of 


these new contracts.” 


— 


C) Code alarm 
U) Pinstripe 
L) Door edge guards 


Q) Paint sealant 


ai 9 TEALTH 


“THE HOTTEST SPORTS CAR!” 


BEGINNING AT S$44G991 


IN COMING 


Come on down for a great deal and meet the | 
one and only Mike Ryan from Haverhill. | 


Route 28 Lawrence, MA | 
1-800-442-4241 


New lead program: 


Call us, tell us what you want. If we don’t 
have it, we’ll get it new or used. 

Bring this ad with you and get a free | 
custom package with purchase. | 


Used Cars from 


College Grad 
Rebates 

$500 above all 
other rebates | 


we 


In addition to the problems surrounding 
the contracts, the teachers will not receive 
retroactive pay for the past two years. 

The Weld administration is also threatening 
possible 10 day furloughs for teachers. 

Furloughs: Thoughts and recommenda- 
tions about the possible furloughs vary from 
administration to faculty. 

Dimitry said, “If you’re desperate to save 
money in a hurry and you have to force 
teachers into furlough, why not have them 
come to work, hold one day’s pay and put it 
in a reserve fund. Upon such time that they 
retire, quit, or get fired, they’ll get it back. 


The same is done with unused sick days.” 


Jack Aronson, chairperson, department of 


foreign languages, philosophy and religion 
and NECC MCCC chapter president said, 
“I’m notsure how they can allow the furlough 
without damaging the accreditation.” 

Che contract under consideration includes 
a 13 percent pay raise with no changes in 
contract language spread over three years. 

Contract funding: If approved by the 
Dukakis administration, the contract would 
have taken effect starting Jan 13 

Dimitry said, “What we were hoping for 
wasn’t that much. The bad news is that it 
seems to have all been kicked aside and never 
funded. There’s a good chance they'll be 
stuck with frozen salaries for a long time to 
come.” 

lhe Weld administration is also promising 
6,000 state employee layoffs. 

Employee job cuts: At NECC, 88 percent 
of the budget is payroll, so most predict 
layoffs in order for the state to produce needed 
cuts in expenditures 

Foucault said the bottom line is major 
layofts 

“Layoffs will end up hurting students be 
cause they'll be paying more for less,” he said. 

Aronson said, “We’re not stupid. We un 
derstand the commonwealth is in bad finan 
cial shape. Something went wrong. The money 
we were assured would go through, didn’t.” 

Additional costs: Changes for state em 
ployees have already started 

In the past, health insurance costs were 45 
cents a month for an HMO plan. Now, the 
costs range from $35-$45 monthly 

According to Aronson, the governor is 
making noises to double it again 

“He’s asking state employees to make up 
for the deficit,” he said 

Faculty sentiments: Dimitry feels severe 
deterioration of morale and productivity will 
be the outcome for the survivors of the lay 
offs 

“You don’t want people just to survive 
You want them to be relatively happy and 
productive in their jobs,” he said. 


Observer 


Although NECC is not one of the colleges 
under the Weld sponsored Ramirez Report 
which face possible closure, the teachers feel 
cutbacks and lack of contracts will take its toll. 

Foucault said, “To havea state that doesn’t 
share our vision damages us. The state is 
limiting opportunities that people need.” 

Institutional deterioration: He also said 
state institutions won’t survive if there is a 
failure to pay the people that work in them. 

“The state must hold high quality people 
The quality of people makes or breaks 
institutions,” he said. 

By law of the commonwealth, all public 
state employees are prohibited from striking; 
therefore, teachers must seek other ways to 
vent their anxieties. 

Aronson said it was asked how bad faculty 
morale was. The response was, “For morale 
to be bad, it would have to improve.” 

Decreased productivity: Aronson also said 
that although teacher morale is bad, it does 
not affect the students. 

“My students don’t sense anything is 
wrong. I don’t take it out on my students,” he 
said 

Dimitry feels the teachers have every reason 
to have bad morale. 

“There’s such a thing as blue flu, when half 
the cops suddenly get pneumonia and don’t 
show up for work. When public employees 
feel they are being used, abused or underpaid, 
and are used to getting some kind of a salary 
increase every year, there’s going to be trouble 
statewide,” he said. 

Open questions: Although low morale 
and contract problems abound, a sense of 
uncertainty is prevalent because NECC and 
the region is not the only area suffering from 
major cutbacks. 

Aronson said younger teachers could try 
and relocate, but older teachers will tend to 
stay put because it will be difficult for them to 
get a job based on the money they’re asking 
for and their age. 

“These problems are hard to take with 
cost of living. We’ve lost almost one-third of 
our purchasing power. Being underpaid to 
begin with, if they (state) keeps chopping 
away, I don’t know what will happen.” 


Because Weld has a Feb. 15 legal deadline, 
NECC teachers do not know what to expect. 
If Weld decides not to accept the contract, the 
process will begin again at the bargaining 
tables 

Aronson said, “We (teachers) are biting 
our tongues, waiting for his (Weld) decision. 
We will act or react to whatever he has to say.” 


